VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA
801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373

Meeting of the Planning Commission 
May 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.

AGENDA 

I.      Call to Order

II.      Pledge of Allegiance

III.      Roll Call

IV. Consideration of Approval of Minutes from 6-12-13

V.      Consideration of Approval of Minutes from Aramoni LLC Public Hearing:

                (11-20-13, 11-21-13, 12-04-13, 01-15-14, 01-28-14)

VI. Old / New Business

VII. Adjournment 
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MINUTES
At 6:05 pm the meeting of the Planning Commission was called to Order by Chairman Tom Guttilla who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were Chairman Guttilla, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, Village Attorney Herb Klein and Village Engineer Kevin Heitz. Members of the Planning Commission present at the meeting were Gift, Hamilton, Fry, Skoog and Chapman.  Member Munson was absent.

It was then noted by Chairman Guttilla that Member Drzewiecki had resigned from the Planning Commission.  The Members thanked him for his years of service.

Minutes from the 6-12-13 Planning Commission meeting were considered and briefly discussed.  It was then motioned by Member Gift, seconded by Member Skoog to approve the Minutes as distributed. Member Fry noted that while it had been recommended for approval for a house to be constructed on property located at 2868 E. 777th Rd., subsequently the property owner was unable to build on that lot.  They did however build on another lot within the Village. Roll call vote was taken by the Clerk.


5 Yes (Guttilla, Gift, Fry, Skoog, Chapman)


Motion Carried
Member Gift then recused himself from the discussion and consideration of Minutes regarding the Hearings of Aramoni, LLC. Member Gift had recused himself from those proceedings and therefore would not be able to participate in approval of the Minutes.
Minutes of the Public Hearings were considered as follows:

11-20-13 PC Minutes – It was motioned by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Skoog to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.


4 Yes (Guttilla, Fry, Skoog, Chapman)


Motion Carried

11-21-13 PC Minutes – It was motioned by Member Chapman, seconded by Chairman Guttilla to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.
*** Member Fry asked that a statement be included in the Minutes.  Attorney Klein noted that the Minutes are intended to be only a general summary of what takes place at a Hearing / Meeting. The Members agreed and roll call vote was taken on the Minutes as presented.


2 Yes (Guttilla, Chapman) 


1 NO (Fry)


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Skoog, seconded by Member Chapman to amend the Agenda to change the Minutes considered from 12-05-13 to the correct date as 12-04-13.


All in favor


Motion Carried
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12-04-13 PC Minutes – It was motioned by Member Skoog, seconded by Member Chapman to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.


4 Yes (Guttilla, Fry, Skoog, Chapman)


Motion Carried

01-15-14 PC Minutes – It was motioned by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Fry to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.

3 Yes (Guttilla, Fry, Chapman)


Motion Carried

01-28-14 PC Minutes – It was motioned by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Skoog to approve the Minutes as written and distributed. Member Fry asked that it be noted in the Minutes that he submitted some written comments and concerns, which were read by Chairman Guttilla at the Hearing on 01-28-14.  The note will be added to the Minutes and the Motion made my Member Chapman and seconded by Member Skoog is subject to this addition.

3 Yes (Guttilla, Skoog, Chapman)


Motion Carried

Minutes of the Joint Public Hearings were considered as follows:

11-20-13 Joint – It was motioned by Member Skoog, seconded by Member Chapman to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.

4 Yes (Guttilla, Fry, Skoog, Chapman)


Motion Carried

11-21-13 Joint- It was motioned by Member Chapman, seconded by Member Fry to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.


3 Yes (Guttilla, Fry, Chapman)


Motion Carried

12-04-13 Joint – It was motioned by Member Skoog, seconded by Member Chapman to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.


4 Yes (Guttilla, Fry, Skoog, Chapman)


Motion Carried

01-15-14 Joint – It was motioned by Member Chapman seconded by Member Fry to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.


3 Yes (Guttilla, Fry, Chapman)


Motion Carried
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01-28-14 Joint – It was motioned by Member Skoog, seconded by Member Chapman to approve the Minutes as written and distributed.


3 Yes (Guttilla, Skoog, Chapman)


Motion Carried

At 6:34 pm Member Gift rejoined the Meeting.  

Old Business:  Member Gift asked about any pending changes to Zoning and / or Signage.  Public Works Director Spayer stated that there are no changes pending at this time. 

Member Gift than asked about the status of a proposed Park in the Ridgeview Subdivision.  It had been discussed with Developer Tom Burgess prior to the Approval of the building phases in that area.  Member Gift stated that a park in that area is a necessity. There is nowhere for the kids to play except the roads.  
Chairman Guttilla then asked Engineer Heitz if there are any official plans yet to build a park in that subdivision.  Heitz stated that there have been some discussions.  The development is a 5 phase plan.  Currently they are looking at the possibility of a park in phase 2 which should happen very soon.  

Member Fry stated that the Planning Commission would like to see some long range plans for the community.  He asked what the Village Board is looking for as far as discussion from the Planning Commission. 

Member Gift stated that they should be having regular meetings.  In other communities the Planning Commission is formed to look to the future of the community.  

Member Fry stated that there was a group of children that attended the Museum and when they were asked about Utica, the only thing they really knew about was the Burgoo.  

Mayor Alvarado, seated in the audience, stated that the Planning Commission should be meeting.

Member Skoog stated that although the Village can’t afford an Economic Developer, we still need someone out there promoting the community and helping attract additional business and revenue. 

Member Chapman stated that it would be nice to have some Board direction in terms of a long range plan.  

Member Fry stated that two new businesses are going in to Peru. We should be attracting that business with our position right off 80 and our proximity to Starved Rock State Park. 

Mayor Alvarado then asked Chairman Guttilla to set up Planning Commission Meetings and get a quorum.  Chairman Guttilla stated that he would begin doing that.  
Resident, Linda Moyer-Halm asked about the Ordinance that created the Planning Commission. Member Gift then stated that the original Planning Commission was created by former Mayor Carey.  The Commission has looked at issues as they have been brought before them.  
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After a brief discussion between the Members it was decided to cancel the June and July Planning Commission Meetings and begin meeting again in August or September.  The Members agreed.

It was then motioned by Member Skoog, seconded by Member Gift to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

