VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA
801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373

Meeting of the Planning Commission 
November 21, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

AGENDA 

I.      Call to Order

II.      Pledge of Allegiance

III.      Roll Call

IV. 6:00pm – Continue Public Hearing for the Petition of Aramoni LLC: 

1.)  Seeking A-1 Zoning of property located in Waltham Township;         34 North, Range 2 East; Sections 33, 29 and 28. 
2.)  Seeking granting of Variances to allow structure(s) of 130ft on same property. 

3.)   Seeking Special Uses to allow operations as an industrial business (mining and quarry) on same property.

4.)   Recommendation of Planning Commission. 

V.  Adjournment 

**THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD AT THE CONFERENCE / BANQUET CENTER AT
GRIZZLY JACKS GRAND BEAR LODGE AND RESORT

2643IL. RTE. 178, UTICA, IL  61373

MINUTES

The meeting was called to Order at 6:02 pm. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Roll call was taken of the Planning Commission; roll call was then taken of the Village Board of Trustees.

Present at the meeting were as follows:  Chairman Tom Guttilla, Member Gene Drzewiecki, Member Bill Fry, Member Warren Munson and Member Roy Chapman.

Mayor Gloria Alvarado and Trustees Joe Bernardoni, John Schweickert, Kevin Stewart, Ron Pawlak, Matt Jereb and Jim Schrader.
Also present at this meeting were Attorney Herb Klein, Engineer Kevin Heitz and Village Clerk Laurie Gbur.
Utica Police Chief Mark Wren was sworn in by the Court Reporter.  He stated that he had an Officer posted at the Village Hall to direct people to the meeting.  

The Rules of Procedure were again summarized by Attorney Klein.

It was then motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Fry to again adopt the Rules of Procedure for the Hearing(s).


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Attorney Klein presented them into the record as an exhibit for the Village.

Village Exhibits
#8

Rules of Procedure

Attorney Klein then summarized where the Hearing was in the process and reminded everyone that all information to be considered would need to be submitted into evidence.  At the request of the Petitioner, people were invited to come up to the table and collect a well protection agreement and leave their contact information. 






MINUTES

At 6:17 pm the Hearing continued.  

Attorney Andreoni stated that some of the cross examination were not really questions but rather statements.  We need to follow the adopted rules of Procedure.  Attorney Klein agreed.  

At 6:26 pm Mr. Steve Schuster was recalled as a witness and sworn in by the Court Reporter.  

Planning Commission questions:

Member Fry asked if there was new language in the amended annexation agreement being proposed. ($100,000 plus .15 per short ton)

Schuster answered that .10 per ton is for processed sand only and .15 per ton is on site sand extraction.

Fry then asked again about their intentions with regard to disconnection of the property currently annexed to Utica and about the term ‘default’ in the agreement.

Attorney Andreoni state that the word ‘default’ is in the Development Agreement and is made for the benefit of both the Village and / or Aramoni.

Fry then asked if Mr. Schuster has ever been investigated in his banking businesses.

Schuster stated that the business is all under the supervision of the FDIC and Federal Reserve and there are audits every 2 years.

Trustee Schweickert then asked if Schuster would want to consider de-annexation from the Village and instead annexing the property all into LaSalle,  

Schuster stated that the idea of doing that is merely speculative but if something happens and they can’t mine the property as a part of Utica, they will have to push the re-start button at that time to review the options. 

Member Fry asked if that would require legal action.
Attorney Andreoni answered saying that there are specific legal procedures for that.







MINUTES

Public Cross Examinations:

Fred Blue

3168 E. 9th Rd.




Waltham

Greg Stein







Oglesby, IL

Meredith Mathis
7136 30th Rd.




Waltham

Rick Coleman

3158 E. 8th Rd.




Waltham

Laura Anderson
3226 E. 10th Rd.



Waltham

Linda Moyer-Halm
780 N. 2853rd Rd.



Utica, IL

Henry Hagenbaugh
1083 N. 33rd Rd.



Waltham

Member Munson then asked what the best use of this land would be.

Attorney Andreoni stated that the Petitioner is asking for a Special Use.  Parcels A & B are already Agriculture.  The Village Zoning Ordinance already contemplates mining of agriculture land as a Special Use. 

Member Fry asked if Mr. Schuster was familiar that Illinois Cement Company donated property to LaSalle.  

Schuster answered no.

Fry then asked if the Village could be provided a copy of their company financial statements.

Schuster stated that it is a private company so their financial statements are not public. 

Member Drzewiecki asked if they will process land from LaSalle.

Schuster stated that the Village will receive .10 per ton for any sand processed but not mined. 

Chairman Guttilla asked if there are plans to acquire additional property.

Schuster answered no.

With no additional cross examination Mr. Schuster was excused at 7:30 pm. 

At 7:30 pm Mr. Larry Goode, Chamlin & Associates was sworn in by the Court Reporter. 

As a witness for the Petitioner he presented testimony on drainage, wells, water management and its’ effects on surrounding properties.   He presented a detailed power point presentation outlining the information.  He also noted the Agencies that regulate mining operations as it relates to reclamation, wetlands, water drainage and air pollution control.  The agencies are IDNR and IEPA.





MINUTES

At 8:29 pm it was motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to recess for a short break.  


All in Favor


Motion Carried

At 8:45 pm the meeting was reconvened.  

Questions were presented by the Planning Commission:

Chairman Guttilla asked about the visibility of the plant from Rt. 80

Goode stated that the berms will be visible first.

Guttilla asked if the towers will be permanently located.

Goode stated that they are permanent for the mining project. 

Guttilla asked the depth of the Village Wells.

Goode replied that he did not know.

Village Engineer Kevin Heitz was sworn in by the Court Reporter.

He has been the Village Engineer for 13 years.  The distance from the proposed mining operation is in excess of 2 miles.  He answered that the depth of one well is 700ft; the other well is 1100ft.   He then stated that he does not expect any impact on the Village wells.

Guttilla then asked about the effect on the Pecamsaugen creek.

Goode stated that 80 – 90% remains unchanged.  No anticipated effect on wildlife or the creek.

Member Fry asked about the plans for reclamation.

Goode stated that the plan is submitted to IDNR>

Fry asked if Mr. Goode was familiar with the reclamation that has taken place at the Rotary Park in LaSalle.

Goode stated that he was familiar with the project.  

Fry stated that additional money had to be raised to do something there on land that was supposed to be reclaimed.







MINUTES

Goode stated that a reclamation plan is required to put the surface or lakes back on the land.

Fry then asked about the berm height.  Is this the minimum?

Attorney Klein answered that it will be 15ft.  It is up to the Board to decide if something else is needed and then would have to also be agreeable with the Petitioner. 

Fry asked if there will be any impact on Clark’s Run creek.
Goode answered that he doesn’t see that there will be any impact.

Member Chapman then asked about the initial stripping and if it will be a night operation.

Goode stated that it will be a day operation.

Member Munson asked if there will be a single well.

Goode answered yes.

 Engineer Heitz stated that there will be no impact on the quality of the Village water supply or its’ wells.  Unimin has 2 wells, Northern Sand has a well and there has been no impact.

Questions were presented by the Village Board of Trustees:

Trustee Jereb asked if there is a plan to get the sand from Parcel B & C to the plant on Parcel A.
Goode stated that it will be under the road.

Jereb asked if this will mean a road closure.

Goode stated that it can be done without a road closure.

Jereb asked about the responsibility of the road improvements.

Goode stated that it is the mine company that will have the responsibility.

Jereb asked if the Village will receive a copy of the reclamation plans.

Goode answered yes from the company.

Public Cross Examinations:

Rick Maltas



736 N. 2853rd Rd.


Utica, IL

Greg Stein








Oglesby, IL
Donna Coleman


3158 E. 8th Rd.



Waltham
Thomas K. Dempsey


1083 N. 2803 Rd.


Utica Twp.

Monty Whipple


2880 E. 777th Rd.


Utica Twp.







MINUTES

Don McLauchlan


988 N. 3850th Rd.


Mendota, IL

Malcolm Whipple







Waltham Twp.

Steve Harmon








Waltham Twp.

Dana Hyson



Johnson St. 



Utica, IL

No Redirect by Attorney Andreoni.

At 11:03 the Planning Commission recessed for a short break.  

At 11:10 the meeting reconvened. 

Mr. Larry Goode was excused.

It was then motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Drzewiecki recess until 

6:00 pm on December 4, 2013 at Grand Bear Lodge Banquet Center.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

Village of North Utica

