VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission

801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL  61373

April 11, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.

AGENDA
I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. 6:30  Public Hearing

1.) Petition of Christian Schwartz seeking C3 Zoning upon Annexation to the Village of North for property located South of Rt. 6 and East of Hallett Road.
V. Approval of Minutes – 03-01-12, 12-20-11, 01-04-12, 01-09-12
VI. Old Business

VII. New Business
VIII. Public Comment

VII.
Adjournment
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MINUTES
Village of North Utica 
At 6:40 pm the meeting of the Planning Commission was called to Order by Chairman Tom Guttilla who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were Chairman Guttilla, and Members Doug Gift and Eugene Drzewicki.  Absent from the meeting were Members Warren Munson and Bill Fry.  Also present at the meeting were Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, Village Attorney Herb Klein and Village Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Attorney Klein provided a summary of the Petition filed by Christian Schwartz. 

Notice was sent to the Utica Library Board, Utica Township, Utica Road Commissioner, Utica Fire Department and LaSalle County Highway Engineer.  The items were entered into evidence as Village Exhibit #1.

The Petitioner approached the Village about Annexation of the property located south of Rt. 6 and east of Hallet Road.  Upon annexation of the property to the Village of North Utica, he is seeking Zoning of C3.  The most appropriate use of the property would be C3 Commercial as there is no intended plan for residential use and because of the location along Rt. 6.  

Engineer Heitz spoke on behalf of the Petitioner who was not present at the meeting.  The Petitioner is seeking annexation to become part of the community and receive local representation.  Attorney Klein stated that the property is contiguous to the Flynn property which was annexed in 2006. Ordinance 2006-68.  Engineer Heitz stated that the current building on the property is used as storage for the Petitioner’s cars and a boat and would remain as such.  

Chairman Guttilla asked Attorney Klein about the potential uses for the Zoning as Commercial property.  Attorney Klein summarized the uses permitted in the C3 district.  He also noted that additional uses in the C3 District such as Hotel Lodging, mini golf, etc would require a Special Use from the Village.  

Member Gift asked about the placement of the current building on the property with regard to setbacks.  Attorney Klein stated that the annexation would be subject to how the building sits on the property as it exists.  New building would be subject to the Zoning Ordinance.  

Member Gift then asked what the adjoining property is zoned.  Attorney Klein stated that the Flynn property is zoned A-1.  






MINUTES

Engineer Heitz was then sworn in as providing accurate Testimony for the Petitioner.

After some discussion about the Petition and surrounding properties and potential uses for those properties, it was motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Gift to close the Public Hearing at 6:52 pm.  


All in favor


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Gift, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to recommend approval of a Zoning of C3 of the property upon annexation of such to the Village of North Utica.  


3 Yes (Gift, Drzewiecki, Guttilla)


2 Absent (Fry, Munson)


Motion Carried

It was then decided that the Planning Commission would like additional time to review the Minutes.  They will be considered for approval at the next regular meeting of the Planning Commission.

Old Business:  Engineer Heitz spoke about the Streetscape design and stated that EXP would like input from the Planning Commission regarding the type of stone to be used in the pocket parks and in the ‘Welcome to Utica’ Signage.  After some discussion the Planning Commission agreed that stacked stone would look nice in the area.  Engineer Heitz will contact EXP to make them aware so they can continue to proceed with the plans.  

Further discussion about the proposed changes to the Village Sign Ordinance also needs to be addressed at the next meeting of the Planning Commission.

At 6:58 pm it was motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Gift to adjourn the meeting.  


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

