VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission

801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL  61373

March 1, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.

AGENDA
I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. 7:00  Public Hearing

1.) Petition of Casey MacKay seeking approval to subdivide a lot and approval of a Zoning Variance as a Special Use to allow an accessory structure to be located on the lot without a primary structure on property located at 260 Johnson St. in the Village of North Utica.

V. Approval of Minutes – October 6, 2011
VI. Old Business

VII. New Business
VIII. Public Comment

VII.
Adjournment
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MINUTES

At 7:08 pm the meeting of the Planning Commission was called to Order by Chairman Tom Guttilla who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were 
Chairman Guttilla, Eugene Drzewiecki, Doug Gift and Warren Munson.  Member Fry was absent from the meeting. Also attending the meeting were Attorney Herb Klein, Engineer Kevin Heitz and Village Clerk Laurie Gbur.

Attorney Klein presented a summary of the Petition seeking a Zoning Variance for property located at 260 Johnson St. in the Village of North Utica.  The Petitioner, Casey MacKay is seeking the Variance as a Special Use to allow an accessory structure to be located on the lot without a primary structure.

Mr. Casey MacKay was sworn in by Attorney Klein.  

Mr. MacKay stated that he is interested in selling his home located at 260 Johnson St. and he would like to keep the detached garage located on the same property.  He would like to continue using it for storage.  

Member Munson asked if subdividing the property would mean equal lot sizes.

Mr. MacKay stated that he would make the lot sizes whatever is desired by the Village.  

Engineer Heitz stated that the lot size is 50ft X 125ft.

Member Gift stated that maybe a different zoning of the property could be considered.  Instead of a Special Use for an accessory structure on an R1 lot, maybe a Commercial Zoning could be considered.
Chairman Guttilla stated that if the property were zoned Commercial, it could open up to other businesses in the future. 

Discussion was held regarding the setbacks; Attorney Klein confirmed a 20 ft. setback in the side yard, a 20 ft. setback in the rear and a 25 ft. setback in the front. 

Member Gift asked if the structure would only be used for storage. 

Mr. MacKay stated that there are no utilities to the garage and he would continue to use for storage.

It was also determined that the house located on the property already has an attached garage.  The detached garage in question is a separate structure located at the back of the property.  






MINUTES

Member Gift stated that if this is approved, it should be noted that this is a unique and special circumstance.  The property requires a Special Use because it is a separate accessory structure located in a Residential District.  

Chairman Guttilla asked if there were anyone present to speak on behalf or in opposition of the Petition.  Then, at 7:35 pm, it was motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Gift to close the Public Hearing.

All in Favor


Motion Carried

Discussion was held by the Planning Commission regarding the Petition, Zoning and Special Use.  It was then motioned by Member Munson, seconded by Member Gift to recommend approval of the Petition for a Variance for a Special Use for property located at 260 Johnson St.  


2 Yes (Gift, Munson)

1 No  (Drzewiecki)


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Gift, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to approve the Minutes from the October 6, 2011 Meeting of the Planning Commission.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Old Business / New Business:  Discussion was held about possible changes to the Sign Ordinance.  Suggestions were brought up by the Utica Business Association and further discussion needs to take place before proposing the changes to the Village Board.  Engineer Heitz stated that the street lights have been placed along the new Rt. 178 realignment.  They are LED lights and have sensors to come on from dusk until dawn.  The work on the project should resume within a few weeks.  There will also be discussion and finalization of the streetscape plans.  The budget for the streetscape will be approximately $600,000 and they are hoping for approval so that planting can begin in the fall season.    
With no further discussion, it was motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Munson to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 pm.

All in Favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

