VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission

801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL  61373

June 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

AGENDA
I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. 7:00  Public Hearing

1.) Petition of Unimin Corporation seeking Annexation of property located south of N. 2803rd Road and north of the Illinois-Michigan Canal, zoning of properties of I-2 and A-1 and approval of variances  and Special Uses to all construction and operation of a commercial Industrial business in the Village of North Utica.
V. Approval of Minutes – September 2, 2010
VI. Old Business

VII. New Business

VIII. Public Comment

VII.
Adjournment
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MINUTES

At 7:08 pm, the meeting was called to Order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Roll call was taken. Present at the meeting were Member Doug Gift, Eugene Drzewiecki, Warren Munson and Bill Fry.  Absent from the meeting was Chairman Tom Guttilla. 

Also present at the meeting was Attorney Herb Klein, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Engineer Kevin Heitz.

It was motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Munson to nominate Member Doug Gift as acting Chairman for the meeting.  


All in favor


Motion Carried

The Public Hearing for the Petition of Unimin Corporation began with a summary of said Petition by Attorney Herb Klein.  The Petition is regarding approx. 1,692 acres located south of N. 2803rd Rd and north of the Illinois – Michigan Canal.  They are seeking Zoning of the property listed on Exhibit A known as Sec. 9 to I-2 and Zoning of the property listed on Exhibit B known as Sec. 10,11,12,13,14 and 15  to A-1.   Also seeking granting of a Special Use for mining, quarry and gravel operations; and the granting of Variances to allow structures to a height of 189 feet (Process Bldg.), 50 ft (Quarry Module Bldg), 75 ft. (Truck Loadout), 95 ft (Rail Loadout) and 89 ft (Wet Bldg. addition).   
The Petitioner then requested to amend the Petition to include a height Variance on the Truck Loadout on both properties. It was motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Munson to amend the Petition.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Mr. George Hupp Attorney representing Unimin Corporation began by introducing the following individuals:  Mr. Mike Fuller, Attorney; Mr. George Green, Regional Manager for Unimin Corporation; Mr. Bill McTee, Plant Manager; Mr. Rob Cole, Project Manager; and Mr. Steve Froislan, Environmental Engineer.  

Mr. Hupp stated that Unimin Corporation is a great company and a good neighbor to Utica and the Community as a whole.  They have been in Utica for more than 30 years and are now seeking to increase their mining operations.  They are looking to annex and rezone approx. 1,692 acres of land.  
Mr. Bill McTee was sworn in by Attorney Klein to present Testimony in the Hearing.

VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission

801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL  61373

June 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.






MINUTES

A power point slide show was introduced by Mr. McTee.  The slides showed maps of the area, designs and placement of buildings and current mining operations.   McTee stated that this would increase jobs in the area by a minimum of 30 jobs and that additional jobs would come from the construction of the facility. Other benefits to the Village would be an increase in taxes from the property, and the revenue from Building Permits resulting from approx. $31 million in building costs.
McTee stated that Unimin is excited to add 30-40 jobs to the community.  The facility will be a state of the art plant featuring commitment to safety and the latest technology.  By building the facility, Unimin will ensure long term retention of business.  He then spoke about the Zoning requirements, Special Uses for mining operations and other Variances that they are seeking from the Village.
Member Drzewiecki asked how production will move across 2803rd Rd.  McTee stated that the property isn’t contiguous yet so they are also Petitioning for a Pre – Annexation Agreement for that property.  

Member Munson asked about the distance of the future building in comparison to the existing facility.  McTee stated that it will be approx. ½ mile from town.  

Chairman Gift then asked if there were any further questions from the Planning Commission or from the audience.  

News-Tribune Reporter, Tom Collins asked what building the facility would mean to Unimin’s Production.  McTee answered that it would approx. double production.  Collins then asked about the impact on the Village’s water supply and revenue.  McTee answered that they currently only use Village water in the Administrative building and that wells are available for the new facility.  

From the audience, Board Member Shelba Bimm asked if Unimin intends to utilize both plants.  Mctee answered yes.  She also asked about the train tracks and if more production would increase the amount of times the road is blocked by trains.  McTee answered that Unimin is looking to have a switch to the east to alleviate that issue.

Chairman Gift then asked if there will be a significant increase in dust, dirt and noise from the new facility.  McTee answered no. They are regulated by the State of Illinois for Mining and the facility will be state of the art.  They are also regulated for safety by MSHA.

Chairman Gift then asked if the increased heights are necessary.  McTee answered that they use gravity in the process and the height is necessary to achieve that screening.  Unimin also received Variances in 2008 for the existing screen house.  

Chairman Gift also asked if truck traffic will use the Lincoln St. extension.  McTee said yes.  Member Drzewiecki asked approx. how many trucks.  McTee stated that they are currently at approx. 80 per day and this would increase to double that figure.  Drzewiecki 
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also asked about the debris from the truck traffic. Attorney Klein stated that the issue had been addressed and it would be further discussed at the next hearing.  

Mr. Phil Gassman, 1122 N. 2803rd Rd. asked McTee how this may affect his property.  McTee stated that Unimin is currently mining South of that property.  It may be approx. 20 years before they move any closer.  There will be a setback from the property, but mining in that area will take place.  

Chairman Gift then asked if there were any other questions or comment in favor of or against the Petition. With no further discussion, it was motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Munson that Attorney Klein enter into evidence, the book submitted by Unimin defining the project as Exhibit 1 and the Power Point Slide Show as Exhibit 2.

All in favor


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Munson, seconded by Member Fry to close the Public Hearing at 7:50 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to recommend approval of the Zoning of Sec. 9 to I-2 subject to the approval of the Annexation and Pre-Annexation Agreements.


3 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Member Munson, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to recommend approval of the Zoning of Sec. 10,11,12,13,14 and 15 to A-1 and Sec. 3 to A-1 subject to the approval of the Annexation and Pre-Annexation Agreements.


3 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Fry to recommend approval of the Special Use for the purpose of Mining, Quarry and Gravel Operations.


3 Yes


Motion Carried

VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission

801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL  61373

June 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.






MINUTES

It was motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Fry to recommend approval of the Variances for Heights, subject to the approval of Annexation and Pre-Annexation Agreements.
Member Munson asked if there will be any environmental impact.  Attorney Klein stated that Unimin will have to follow the Village Noise Ordinance and State Regulations. Engineer Heitz also stated that the buildings will be enclosed.  This isn’t required, but Unimin is providing enclosed facilities.

With no other discussion the roll call vote was taken by the Clerk.


3 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Munson to approve the Minutes from the 9-2-10 Planning Commission Meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

With no additional old or new business, it was motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Drzewiecki at 7:55 pm to adjourn the Planning Commission Meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

