VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission

801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL  61373

May 12, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.

AGENDA
I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. 6:00 Public Hearing
1.) Petition of Steve Sorenson seeking approval to construct a detached garage of approximately 1080 square feet at property located at 401 Esmond Drive in the Village Of North Utica.
.

V. Approval of Minutes –April 1, 2010
VI. Old Business

VII. New Business

VIII. Public Comment

VII.
Adjournment









Posted 5-7-10
VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission
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North Utica, IL  61373

May 12, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.

MINUTES

At  6:02 pm, the Meeting of the Planning Commission was called to Order by Village Clerk Laurie Gbur who then also led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call was taken by the Clerk.  Present at the meeting were Clerk Gbur, Attorney Herb Klein, and Members Doug Gift, Shelba Bimm, Eugene Drzwiecki, Warren Munson, Willis Fry, and Geraldine Skoog.   Absent from the Meeting was Chairman Tom Guttilla so Member Gift was nominated and appointed as Chairman of the meeting. 


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Also present at the meeting was Village engineer Kevin Heitz.  Zoning Enforcement Officer Tom Brown was unable to attend the meeting.

At 6:04 pm, the Public Hearing was called to Order by Chairman Gift for the purpose of discussion regarding a Petition of Mr. Steve Sorenson who was seeking approval to construct a detached garage of approximately 1080 square feet at his property located at 401 Esmond Drive in the Village of North Utica.

Attorney Klein summarized:  The meeting regularly scheduled for May 6, 2010 was canceled and rescheduled for May 12, 2010 for the following reasons:  On May 6, 2010 there would not have been a quorum to hold the meeting, and the Petition had to be republished with a corrected address.  
Mr. Steve Sorenson was sworn in by Attorney Klein and he then testified before the Planning Commission.  He would like to construct a garage on his property to enable him to park his boat, car and other items inside.  Currently they are outside in the yard and he would like to have them all under one roof.  The garage will be approximately 

1080 sq. ft. and will be considered a 3 car garage.  It will have 1 large garage door and 1 single garage door on the front and a smaller door on the side facing north.  

Engineer Heitz asked how far back from the lot lines the building would be placed.  Sorenson answered approximately 10 feet on each side and 100 feet from the back lot line.  Heitz also asked about the pitch of the roof and the overall height of the structure.  Sorenson responded that the roof pitch would be a 5 x 12 pitch and the overall size of the building would be a 36 ft. wide by 30 ft. deep structure.  The double garage door facing the front would be 18 x 9 and the single garage door would be 9 x 9.  There would also be a 7 x 8 ft door on the side facing north for such things as a lawnmower, etc.  
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Heitz stated that with the pitch of the roof being 5 x 12, the building would likely be less than 17 or 18 feet tall.  Member Bimm asked if there would be any windows on the structure.  Sorenson responded that there would be a few; possibly on the garage doors as well.  The garage doors would have to be a bit taller than usual to accommodate the large pontoon boat.  
Heitz then stated that Sorenson would be required to follow rules for setbacks.  15 feet away from side lot lines, 30 ft from the rear line and 10 ft. away from the principal building on the property.  

Member Bimm asked about the driveway and whether he would have an additional driveway for access to the new structure; if it would be paved or gravel.  She also asked about the exterior of the garage and what it would look like.

Sorenson stated that it will come off of the existing driveway and the building will be sided to look similar to the siding on the house.

Member Munson asked where the garage would be located on the property.  Sorenson replied that it will begin where the back of the current home ends.  

Chairman Gift asked Sorenson if he thought he could comply with the setbacks.  Sorenson replied that he would be willing to adjust his plans in order to comply with existing setbacks.  

Attorney Klein stated that the Variance is needed because the overall size is larger than what is currently allowed by the Village. The garage would be larger than the total 1200 square feet that is currently allowed.  The 1200 sq. ft. is the maximum square footage allowed for the total of all garages.  There would not be a need for an additional Variance for the height of the garage doors.  The Variance can be for the square footage of the garage and door height up to 9 ft each.  
A Motion was made by Member Munson, seconded by Member Skoog to amend the Petition to include the height of the garage doors up to 9 ft each along with the square footage of the structure being more than the currently allowed 1200 total sq. ft.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Chairman Gift asked if there was anyone present to speak on behalf of the Petition or Opposed to the Petition.  No one commented.
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Member Fry made the Motion to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Member Drzwiecki at 6:29 pm.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Chairman Gift asked if there was any additional discussion to be held.  It was noted by Member Gift that this is a larger lot.  With no additional discussion, Member Munson made the Motion to recommend for approval the granting of the Petition by Mr. Steve Sorenson as amended; seconded by Member Skoog.


4 Yes (Drzwiecki, Munson, Fry, Skoog)


1 No  (Bimm)


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Member Bimm, seconded by Member Drzwiecki to approve the Minutes of the 4-1-2010 Planning Commission Meeting.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Old Business:  Engineer Heitz updated the Planning Commission on the IDOT Rt. 178 and Teng Streetscape Project.  Currently they are both working on finalizing plans for the realignment and streetscape.  The resurfacing of the road will begin in June 2010 and the process for bidding the new construction of Rt. 178 will begin in November 2010 with Construction of the road scheduled to begin in June of 2011.   The resurface of the existing road will consist of all of Rt. 178 from Rt. 6 through to Starved Rock.  IDOT is also planning to do the Rt. 178 & Rt. I-80 interchange at the same time.  
Member Fry asked what the course of action is for properties that have excessive weeds in their yards or for yards containing large amounts of miscellaneous items.  Attorney Klein stated that there are Ordinances in place dealing with such and that complaints can be brought to the attention of the Village Clerk.  Enforcement of the appropriate Ordinance can then take place.  In cases of yards that have not been mowed, the Village can mow and charge for services according to the Ordinance.
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Public Comment:  Ms. Darlene Dettore asked the Planning Commission about the possibility of rebuilding a garage and how she would comply with setbacks once the State takes her existing garage for the purpose of the construction of the new Rt. 178.  Engineer Heitz stated that she is located on the corner of Church & Division St.  She will probably need a Variance to reconstruct a garage because of the setbacks.   Attorney Klein stated that she would need to apply for a Variance / Special Use to rebuild a garage for Residential Use in a Commercial District. 
Heitz stated that IDOT is taking her garage for the new Rt. 178.  Member Gift stated that the State should have to compensate as if she will not be able to rebuild in case she wouldn’t get a Variance/Special Use approved by the Board.  She should be compensated for the total loss of the garage.  Attorney Klein reminded everyone that the Village doesn’t have any direct involvement and can’t promise that a Variance to rebuild would be granted.  

Since there was no further discussion or any additional Public Comment, the meeting was adjourned. Motion was made by Member Munson at 6:53 pm, seconded by Member Bimm.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

The next meeting of the Planning Commission of the Village of North Utica is scheduled for Thursday, June 3, 2010 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

