VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Meeting of the Planning Commission

December 3rd, 2009 at 7:00PM
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AGENDA
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I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes – September 3, 2009

V. 2010 Planning Commission  Meeting Dates

VI. Review and Discussion of Possible Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, including issues presented by the Zoning Enforcement Officer
VII. Old Business

VIII. New Business

IX. Public Comment

VII.
Adjournment

POSTED 11-24-09
Call to Order: At 7:04 pm the meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom Guttilla who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present at the meeting were Members Doug Gift, Shelba Bimm, Eugene Drzewiecki, Scott Atkins, Willis Fry, and Chairman Tom Guttilla.  Absent from the Meeting were Members Geraldine Skoog and Warren Munson.
Approval of Minutes: It was motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Bimm to approve the Minutes from the September 3, 2009 Planning Commission Meeting.

All in favor

Motion Carried

Approval of 2010 Planning Commission Meeting dates:  It was motioned by Member Atkins, seconded by Member Fry to approve the 2010 meeting dates for the Planning Commission of the Village of North Utica.

All in favor

Motion Carried

Review and Discussion of possible amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, including issues presented by the Zoning Enforcement Officer:
1. Signs – 

a. Vendors / Sandwich Boards

Discussion was held regarding Vendors being allowed sandwich board signs.  Zoning Officer Tom Brown stated that on a corner lot, Vendors should possibly be allowed to have a sign without having to purchase a separate sign permit; it should be considered to make it part of their actual Vendor Permit.  Currently the fee for Vendors is $75 / year or $10 / weekend. 

Chairman Guttilla stated that while businesses are scrutinized for signs, but Vendors would just be allowed to put up a sign? 

Zoning Officer Brown stated that a sandwich board sign could be considered.  The size is 

2 x 4 (8 sq. ft.) and they would only be allowed to have it up during business hours, not over night, and would have to have the permission of the property owner and have a Vendor Permit issued by the Village. 

Member Gift stated that a sandwich board should be the type of sign to be recommended by the Planning Commission to the Village Board for consideration/approval. 

b. Auction Signs

Zoning Officer Brown stated that in the case of Auction Signs, many times they are up past the event and should be considered the same as a special event. 

Discussion regarding the type of Auction sign was held with questions about Real Estate Auctions signs vs. Open House signs vs. Estate Auctions.  Which signs would be considered a “special event”? 

Member Gift stated that maybe larger Auction signs are classified like a ‘special event’.  Maybe it needs to be specified in the Ordinance regarding where Auction signs can be placed and for how long in addition to the size and type.

Brown stated that maybe they can be allowed to be put up 30 days in advance of an Auction for advertisement of the event; and then be taken down within 2 days after the event is over.   Commercial property auctions should have their signs down in two days.

Member Gift asked about small real estate size signs. 

Member Fry agrees that a larger, special event type sign should require a permit.

Attorney Klein stated that a sign larger than 6 sq. ft. should require a permit and could be put up 30 days in advance and would have to be taken down within 2 days after; with a 14 day lapse between events/putting the sign up again. 

c. Confiscated signs

Discussion was held regarding how long before a confiscated sign can be disposed of and /or

Stored.  

Attorney Klein stated that we don’t want to damage the sign when taking down; including the electric connection, if any, and the neighboring property.  Also to consider is the cost to remove a sign.  Sometimes it would be too large for the Village to take down and it would have to be a sign company considered to take it down.
Member Gift said that the Village should consider abandonment/disposal of the sign after 30 days.  
d. Home Occupancy
Discussion was held regarding home occupancy businesses being allowed a sign on their property. Currently there is a $15 fee for a Business License; no fee for a Home Occupancy permit.  The Business License also allows one sign on the premises.  

Member Gift stated that a small sign should be allowed.  Further discussion is needed to determine size and placement of signs and whether or not Home Occupancy Permits should allow signs in residential neighborhoods. 

2. Swimming Pools-

Discussion was held regarding swimming pools and that currently there is no permit required for a swimming pool, but the Village requires a fence around a pool.  Sometimes the Village isn’t aware of a pool being put in, therefore no one knows a fence and fence permit is needed. 
Member Gift stated that this could be a safety issue.  

Attorney Klein said that permanent pools with 2 feet of water minimum needs a permit and it also needs to be determined what type of pools won’t require a fence, ie. Inflatable pools.

Brown stated that right now the Ordinance requires the fence be 4 ft away from the pool.  

Member Fry asked why the Village currently doesn’t have any requirements about pool permits; many other cities have them. 

Member Gift said that a pool should be considered the same as a deck regarding the requirements of placement, size, etc.

Chairman Guttilla said that a 6 ft. fence should be required for in ground pools. 

Engineer Heitz stated that a 4 – 5 ft. fence should be adequate around the entire yard to enclose a pool. 

Attorney Klein stated that the Village could consider requiring a permit for permanent swimming pools; 6 ft in ground and 4 ft. above the ground. 

Clerk Gbur asked about fees for the new permit.  The Village Board sets fees for permits and would have to address that issue. 

Brown stated that sometimes properties have to be inspected for setbacks, etc.  
Old Business:

Engineer Heitz updated the Planning Commission on the Rt. 178 road project and the meeting with IDOT recently attended by Heitz and Trustee Alvarado.  The resurfacing should begin on the existing road in June 2010 along with the bridge and ramps near I-80.  The new construction of Rt. 178 is expected to begin in the summer of 2011. 
Member Gift asked about the Village entry signs.  Two are up and the soil just needs to be leveled off. 

The other signs still require signed easements, and one will remain in reserve. 

Possibly the Garden Club can landscape the signs that are already up as a spring project. 

New Business:
None

Public comment:

Trustee Alvarado asked about the Double wide trailer near the K. C. Hall.  Attorney Klein has sent a letter to the property owner and hasn’t heard back.  He will make a phone call to him.  The owner is in Florida and has hired someone, but so far nothing has been done.
The property on Clark St. south of the Ice Cream Shop is possibly going to be burned by the Fire Dept.; they are waiting on the permits.

Adjournment:
At 8:21 pm, it was motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Atkins to adjourn this meeting of the Planning Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________

Laurie A. Gbur/Village Clerk
Village of North Utica
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