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  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Meeting of the Planning Commission
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I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. 7:00 Public Hearing:

1.) Petition of Bonnie Campbell, Dee Bennett, and Mark Wenzel / August Hill Winery which Petitioners are seeking a variance from the Village Of North Utica zoning ordinance regarding signs.

V. 7:15 Public Hearing:

1.) Petition of David Ramos seeking a Zoning Reclassification regarding property generally located at 526 Division St. also known as Il Route 178.

VI. 7:30 Public Hearing 

1.) Petition of Rita Louise Ricci requesting that the Village vacate an approximate sixteen (16) foot wide alley abutting the rear of property located at 627 Clark St.

VII. Old Business

VIII. New Business

IX. Public Comment

VII.
Adjournment

POSTED 06-26-09
At 7:05 pm the Village of North Utica Planning Commission Meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom Gutilla who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Oath of Office was administered to newly appointed Planning Commission Members, Gerilynn Skoog  and  Eugene Drzewiecki by Village Clerk Laurie Gbur.  

A roll call was taken showing seven Members present.  Members  Doug Gift, Shelba Bimm, Tom Brown, Eugene Drzewiecki, Scott Atkins, Geraldine Skoog and Chairman Tom Gutilla.  Member Willis Fry was excused from the meeting and Member Warren Munson was marked absent.  Attorney Herb Klein and Engineer Kevin Heitz were also present.  

A Public Hearing was held in the matter of a Petition submitted by Mark Wenzel/August Hill Winery seeking a variance from the Village of North Utica Zoning Ordinance regarding signs.  Mr. Wenzel was present at the meeting and addressed the Members of the Planning Commission.  He explained that he would like to use the existing sign of Cajun Bait Shop on Rt. 178 to cover with a new sign advertising August Hill Winery.  He would like to direct people to the winery downtown and has researched his options, discovering this to be the best solution for his business.  He has submitted for an attractions sign but found out that it could take up to 2 years to be approved.  

The sign in question is located on the property of Bonnie Campbell and Dee Bennett.  It would remain the same size, 8 X 8, and he would only cover it with a long lasting material.   Attorney Klein stated that this would require a Special Use because he intends to change the content of the original sign.  Engineer Heitz would have to look into whether or not the sign would possibly have to be moved in the future because of the future building and road work of IDI.  

Member Doug Gift asked the other Members if the Village really wants a sign there that advertises another business not located on the property.   He stated that August Hill is a wonderful part of Utica and everyone agreed.  However, Member Tom Brown then stated that the Village doesn’t really any more special uses for signs.    Member Gift then stated that the Village may want to consider a larger sign in the same area that would list many businesses and direct them downtown into the business district.  

The Public Hearing was adjourned at 7:30 pm; motioned by Member Brown, and Member Drzewiecki.



All in favor 



Motion Carried 

It was motioned by Member Atkins, seconded by Member Bimm to recommend to the Village Board to amend the Ordinance to allow for a special use in the C 3 District.  




3 Yes (Bimm, Atkins, Skoog)



3 No (Gift, Brown, Drzewiecki)



2 Absent (Fry, Munson)

1 No (Chairman Gutilla)



Motion Defeated

The recommendation not to allow the special use will be referred to the Village Board for consideration.        

Respectfully submitted,

____________________

Laurie A. Gbur/Village Clerk

Village of North Utica

A Public Hearing was held at 7:45 pm in the matter of a Petition from David Ramos seeking a Zoning reclassification for property located at 526 Division St., Utica, IL  61373

Member Warren Munson arrived for the meeting at 7:45 pm.
Engineer Kevin Heitz spoke on behalf of Mr. Ramos in the matter.  He clarified that he was only speaking to the Members about the facts and not for or against the Petition.  Mr. Ramos would like the property rezoned from C2 to R1 Residential.  He would like to tear down his current home and rebuild on the same property.  He is looking to rebuild the home on an elevated foundation.  The property is now zoned Commercial and would have to be rezoned Residential to be able to tear down the home.  Member Gift stated that if it were from a fire or tornado that the house would be able to be rebuilt without rezoning the property.  Member Brown also stated that the flood plain is not an issue right now.  Member Gift stated that if the Board allows for a special use, maybe each petition would have to be addressed on a case by case basis.  
It was motioned by Member Munson, seconded by Member Brown to adjourn the Public Hearing at 7:55 pm.



All in favor



Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Brown to amend the Ordinance to recommend to the Board to allow the Special Use in the C1 District. ; seconded by Member Gift.



7 Yes



1 Absent (Fry)



Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Brown, seconded by Member Munson to recommend to the Board to grant a Special Use to Mr. Ramos.



7 Yes



1 Absent (Fry)



Motion Carried
The recommendation to grant a Special Use to Mr. Ramos will be made to the Village Board.

 Respectfully submitted,
____________________

Laurie A. Gbur/Village Clerk
Village of North Utica

A Public Hearing was held at 7:55 pm in the matter of a Petition of Rita Louise Ricci requesting that the Village vacate an approximate 16 ft. wide alley abutting the rear of the property vacated at 627 Clark St. in the Village of North Utica.
Member Doug Gift recused himself from the discussion.

The approximate 16 ft. alley between lots 11 & 12 at the rear of 627 Clark St. is requested to be vacated by the Village of North Utica.  The owners of Stoneheads would like to use the additional property for more outdoor seating.  This would also allow for more parking for their business.

½ of the property in question would go to each of the 2 adjacent properties.  

The Ordinance would be to vacate the alley; any other discussion would be between the property owners themselves, and not the Village.

Ms. Ricci has stated that she will pay the fees to draw the plat and survey the property and she will contact her neighbor to inform him of the situation.

At 8:09 pm, it was motioned by Member Bimm, seconded by Member Skoog to adjourn the Public Hearing.



All in favor



Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Member Brown, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to recommend to the Board to vacate the alley abutting the property at 627 Clark St.



6 Yes



1 Recused  (Gift)



1 Absent     (Fry)


Motion Carried

In old business Village Engineer Kevin Heitz stated that the Village Entry Signs will be going up very soon. Since there was no new business or any further public comment, at 8:10 pm it was motioned by Member Scott Atkins, seconded by Member Shelba Bimm to adjourn the Meeting of the Planning Commission.



All in favor



Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

____________________

Laurie A. Gbur/Village Clerk

Village of North Utica
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