         VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

801 S. Clark St. 
North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

January 27, 2015







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Appearance Request:  Mr. Tom Joiner re: Consideration of installation of a fence on his property
V. Appearance Request:  Utica Business Association re: Consideration of Donations and / or Insurance Reimbursement toward 2015 Approved Events. 

VI. Clerk: 

1.) Discussion and Possible Recommendation re:  Retirement plans
VII. Finance Liaison

VIII. Donation & Advertising Requests: 

1.)  Consideration and Possible Recommendation LaSalle County Travel Magazine $399
IX. Governmental Affairs Liaison 


X. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XI. Park & Recreation Liaison

XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
XIV. Building/Zoning Officer Report
XV.    Maintenance Dept 
1.) Update – Ongoing projects in the Village

2.) Update - Well 1 Repairs
3.) Update – Consideration and Possible Recommendation  re: Purchase of an Asphalt Seam Sealer

XVI. Engineer’s Report
1.) Update -   Illinois River Bridge schedule / Village participation 
2.) Update -   Status Streetscape completion 

a) Consideration and Possible Recommendation re: Maintenance Contract 

3.) Update -   Status of Property Flood Assessments; letters to property owners
4.) Consideration and Possible Recommendation re: Mill St. Design Project

5.) Consideration and Possible Recommendation re: Johnson St. Water Main Project
XVII. President’s Report
XVIII. Public Comment

XIX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase / Sale of Real Estate

XXI. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session
XXII. Adjournment





        Posted 01-23-15 






MINUTES

At 7:09 pm the meeting was called to Order by Village President Gloria Alvarado who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting was Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Joe Bernardoni, John Schweickert, Ron Pawlak, Matt Jereb and Jim Schrader.  Trustee Kevin Stewart was absent.   Village Engineer Kevin Heitz was also present.  
Appearance Request:  Mr. Tom Joiner was not present however the Board did discuss his request for a Fence and slow traffic signage etc.   The Board authorized the Maintenance Dept. to install no parking signs along his property.  A fence will not be placed on the property as the Village has already reimbursed Mr. Joiner for a fence on the other side of his property facing the ball field.   There are currently ‘slow’ traffic signs in the area.  Regarding camera equipment being installed on the Concession Stand, which was another request made by Mr. Joiner, Police Chief Wren stated that his department is currently reviewing cameras for security in several areas and will be providing the information along with a cost estimate to the Board at a future meeting.  

Appearance Request: Utica Business Association President, Chris Miller, requested a donation toward event expenses and insurance for 2015 in the amount of $4,764.  This would encompass 6 events; a donation of $500 each along with the cost of the insurance.  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of a donation to Utica Business Association in the amount of $4,764.  

5 Yes


Motion Carried

Clerk:  The Clerk asked that the item be tabled for review at a later date.  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Pawlak to table the item regarding retirement benefits.

5 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to recommend approval of an advertisement in the annual LaSalle County Travel Magazine in the amount of $399.  It was noted that Village events are included in the magazine.


5 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

A donation to LPYFL was also discussed.   It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to recommend approval of a donation in the amount of $100 Utica Bucks Cash toward the fundraiser being held by LPYFL. 


5 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  NONE

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  NONE

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  NONE

Park & Recreation Liaison:  NONE

Water / Sewer Liaison:  Trustee Pawlak stated that there is still an ongoing issue with truck parking in the lots on Mill St.    Chief Wren stated that he will let his Officers know and try to locate the truck drivers to enforce the removal of the trucks.  

Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader stated that the Police Department is still reviewing options and costs for a security system to be installed in certain Village areas.  The information will be brought to a future meeting for Board consideration.

Building / Zoning Enforcement:  NONE

Maintenance Department:  Public Works Director, Curt Spayer, informed the Board about an issue that came up with the Utica Township Road Commissioner.   He had contacted Spayer during the snow event on Monday 1-26-15 to tell him that the Village was responsible for salting 2803rd road.  The Village has an intergovernmental agreement for snow plowing the road.  Jerry Carey stated that salting is not part of the agreement.  The Board discussed the matter and requested that Attorney Klein contact the Township Attorney to resolve the issue.  
Well 1- Municipal Well will use a camera to televise the well on 1-28-15.







MINUTES

Asphalt Seam Sealer – Spayer stated that there is an asphalt seam sealer he would like the Board to consider purchasing for the repair of cracks in Village roads.  The company would provide a credit on the trade in of the current seam sealer so the total price would be $30,955.  
A new unit would resolve issues of wind resistance, start-up time and the additional time it takes with the current unit to repair the cracks.   It was time consuming to fill cracks on Hallett road this past year.  The new one would be less time consuming and easier to run without tracking back through the patch.   It was then motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to recommend approval of the purchase in the amount of $30,955.  Trustee Jereb asked that the Board consider the matter again before final approval to assess how many times the sealer would actually be used.  It may be cost prohibitive compared to the resealing of the road by an outside contractor.  


4 Yes


1 No (Jereb)


Motion Carried

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village.

August Hill – They have purchased the adjacent building, formerly Pro Technologies, and they are going to be putting a concrete floor in the basement.  All other plans with the building will be brought forth by Mark Wenzell, owner of August Hill Winery.

Bike Path – A meeting was held with Mayor Alvarado, Village Engineer Heitz and LaSalle County Hwy. Department regarding their future plan for a bike path to be constructed from Utica to Ottawa along Dee Bennett road.  LaSalle County Hwy. Department is requesting a letter of support for the project from the Village Board so that they can apply for a grant for the project.  Mayor Alvarado also provided a picture of the former “Majestic Park” which was along the route. The Board will consider such at the February Board meeting.   

EPA – A site evaluation was performed by IEPA.  A letter was then sent to the Village regarding some permit issues that need addressed along with their recommendations for the future.   They are recommending mapping of the Village Water / Sewer system, the development of a 5 year plan and standby power.   A letter of response needs to be sent by the Village within 45 days.  The Board was provided a copy of the letter.

There is a Public Hearing for the consideration of vacating property along Canal St. adjacent to the Reed Property that will be held at 6:45 pm on February 11, 2015 prior to the Board Meeting.







MINUTES

Skoog’s has a water leak in their basement.  The Village has worked cooperatively with them to determine the cause.  It is a very small leak that takes approx. 8 – 12 hours to fill the area.  It never increases beyond the area to higher levels and doesn’t appear to be coming in any faster. So far, it does not look like it is a Village issue.  Tests have concluded that there is no trace of chemicals in the water that is seeping into the building.  There is a sound technician coming to further rule out the Village as a potential source of the leak. 

Flood Inspections – Certified letters will be sent out to property owners prior to the February 11, 2015 Board meeting.

Johnson St. Water main project - Final estimates for Board consideration will be available at the February meeting.  A bid package will then go out and award of the project could be possible at the March Board meeting. 

Streetscape – The Contractor will return in the spring to address the outstanding issues that remain such as electrical, sealing and stone signage.  The Village will need to go out for bids for the routine maintenance of the streetscape as well as other Village areas.  

Comprehensive Plan – A bid package will need to be developed for the updating of the Comprehensive Plan.  Attorney Klein has a list of possible companies that could be contacted for estimates on the project.  The Village would like to have several options to choose from and then narrow it down to a few proposals for such.  Then the Planning Commission could work with the company selected to complete the updates.  

Mill St. design –The Board discussed the replacement of the water main on Mill St., reducing the amount of trees in the project along with how they will be planted as well as the ADA requirements that need to be addressed by the local businesses in that area.   Heitz will provide final estimates and plans to the Board at the February meeting.  Once the Board approves a concept and estimate, bids will be sought for final approval at the March meeting.  
President’s Report: NONE






MINUTES

Public Comment:  Chris Miller asked if rock had been considered in the tree planting areas along Mill St.   Mayor Alvarado stated that rock would probably end up all over.  Miller then stated that trees placed in pots would need a lot of watering as they would dry out much more quickly than if planted in the ground.    He also offered ideas on ground cover, types of trees that would be good for the area, etc.   The Board thanked him for his ideas.

Committee / Trustee Reports:  NONE

With no additional business, it was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

