         VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

801 S. Clark St. 
North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

September 24, 2014







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Engineer’s Report
1.) Update - Illinois River Bridge schedule / Village participation & commitment of funds
2.) Update -  Status Streetscape and Maintenance and completion of such

3.) Update-   Status of Property Flood Assessments; letters to owners

4.) Update – Further Discussion / Possible recommendation re:  Estimates for Design and Sidewalk replacement and repairs / ADA Business Requirements 

V. Finance Liaison
VI. Donation & Advertising Requests
1.) St. Margaret’s Hospital donation request 
VII. Appearance Request:  Bow Wow Boutique re: Halloween Pet Festival & Adoption Event / Parade 1pm – 5pm 10-25-14 
VIII. Clerk’s Report

1.) Lions Club request for Tag Day 10-10-14 & 10-11-14 and donation request
2.) LP Krunching Cavs    10-18-14 /  rain date 10-25-14
3.) LP Tag Day Educational Enrichment 4-18-15  8 am - noon
IX. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
X. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XI. Park & Recreation Liaison

XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
XIV. Building/Zoning Officer Report 
XV.    Maintenance Dept 
1.) Consideration / Possible Action re: Lincoln Street Drainage Project Estimates
2.) Well Repairs

XVI. President’s Report
XVII. Public Comment

XVIII. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XIX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase / Sale of Real Estate

XX. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session
XXI. Adjournment





        Posted 09-19-14       






MINUTES

At 7:13pm the meeting was called to Order by Village President Gloria Alvarado who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees John Schweickert, Kevin Stewart, Ron Pawlak, Matt Jereb and Jim Schrader.  Also present at the meeting were Village Engineer Kevin Heitz and Village Attorney Herb Klein.  Trustee Joe Bernardoni was absent.
Engineer Kevin Heitz presented a design concept for the Mill St. Sidewalk project.  His design will replace existing curbs and brick and stamped concrete will be put in allowing for a wider area to plant trees.  The design also helps downtown businesses become compliant with ADA requirements.  The businesses that still need to meet accessibility guidelines are Utica Bank, August Hill, Bow Wow Boutique and Canal Port.  There are also a few businesses on the west side of Mill St. that remain non-compliant however in some cases back entrances can be considered to meet the ADA guidelines.  The total project could cost approx. $190,000.  The cost of tree rings could add an additional $25,000.  Mayor Alvarado asked about putting the trees in concrete planters.  Heitz stated that the cost would be approx. the same.  Trustee Pawlak asked about the buffalo boxes for water service.  Heitz stated that all service connections would have to be replaced when the water main is replaced.  The water main is older and would cost approx. $20,000 to replace but this would be the time to take care of that.  Trustee Pawlak asked if the businesses that need to become ADA compliant would be participating in the cost of the project.  Trustee Schweickert agreed.  Some of the other businesses already dealt with their ADA issues and paid for it themselves so it would be fair to ask for participation from the businesses that would benefit from the project.  Trustee Schweickert asked if there are grants available.  Heitz stated that there might be USDA grants available however the timelines may not be something that the Village could work with due to the ADA requirements that need to be addressed very soon.  Mayor Alvarado also asked about rewiring the lights along Mill St.  Heitz stated that this would be something that could be done at that time.  Maintenance Director Spayer stated that the rewiring could possibly be done in house depending on the time.   Clerk Gbur asked about the project timeline.  Heitz stated that this is definitely a spring project.  The Board agreed that a meeting would have to take place between the Village and the Utica Businesses to address their concerns and show them the design.  A timeline would have to be worked out to minimize the closure of the road and allow for the businesses to remain open during the project. 
Separately the sidewalk repairs that are currently needed were discussed.  The areas discussed are as follows:  Church and Division St.; near the Post Office; near Country Village Studios; near the Utica Library and near the bridge.  Engineer Heitz will provide an estimate at the Board meeting so that the sidewalks could possibly be repaired before the winter season.  







MINUTES


Ill. River Bridge – A meeting was held on Sept. 18, 2014 with IDOT, IDNR and Village Officials. IDOT is going into phase 2 with their plans to replace the bridge.  There is still discussion about the Villages’ sewer discharge pipe.   The Village will need to determine the size of the new pipe by estimating the potential growth in the community.  Heitz will send a crew to survey the area.  

Flood Assessments- Heitz met with property owners about the possibility of raising their homes.  Now the properties will have to be surveyed before any further discussion can take place. 

Streetscape – The contractor still has remaining items on the Village created punch list before the project can be closed out.  There are missing plants that need to be planted and plants that have died that need to be replaced.  Mayor Alvarado stated that EXP contacted her to notify the Village that they would be sending representatives to take pictures of the streetscape project.  

Finance Liaison:  NONE

Donations & Advertising:  It was decided that the Village would not be making a donation to St. Margaret’s Hospital at this time.
Clerk’s Report: 

Lions Club Tag Day Fundraiser request – It was decided that the Lions Club request would not be approved for their October 10 and 11 fundraiser on Rt. 6 and Rt. 178.  The Board agreed that October is a very busy month in the Village; that is Burgoo weekend and the following weekend is fall colors.  They suggested that if the Lions Club would like to choose a date after the second week in November, they would consider the request.  

L P Krunching Cavs Tag Day Fundraiser request – Again the Board agreed that October is too busy to approve fundraising at the intersection of Rt. 6 and Rt. 178.  The request was denied, however they too could choose a date after the second week in November and the Board would consider the new date. 

L P Educational Enrichment Tag Day Fundraiser request – It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend approval of the tag day request to be held on April 18, 2015 from 8 am – 12 pm.  


5 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Appearance Request:  Bow Wow Boutique requested a Pet Adopt-a-thon Event to be held on Mill St. on October 26, 2014 from 1 pm – 5 pm.  There will be no road closure required.  This is a non-profit event for Pet Project.  Trustee Schweickert asked who would be cleaning up after the pets.  Ms. Stillwell stated that pet owners would be responsible for cleaning up after their pets.  Mayor Alvarado stated that the Utica Business Association signed an event approval document in support of the event.  Ms. Stillwell then asked for reimbursement for the Insurance for the event.  The Board agreed that the Business Association should consider a policy that covered many events throughout the year.  The denied the request to reimburse the insurance for this event.  It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend approval of the event. 


5 Yes


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison: NONE

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison: NONE

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Stewart asked for an update on the Plaque that was ordered for Neighbors Park.  The Clerk stated that it was ordered from Graphic Electronics and should be in within two weeks.    He then asked Maintenance Director Spayer to take down the weeds at Neighbor’s Park.  Spayer said he would spray them and then take them out. 
Water / Sewer Liaison: NONE

Police Department Liaison: NONE

Building & Zoning Enforcement: NONE

Maintenance Department:  

Well 1 -Spayer stated that the well would be down for repairs the following week.  
Sewer plant – The transducer needs replaced at a cost of $2,500.  It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend approval of the purchase of a transducer in an amount not to exceed $2,500.  


5 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Tires – The 2011 Dodge Ram needs tires.  The cost including installation will be $1,296.  It was then motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Schrader to recommend approval of the purchase of the tires in an amount not to exceed $1,296.


5 Yes


Motion Carried

Spayer then stated that there are drainage issues near the Degrush property in Senica Manor.  Kevin and Curt will meet at the property to determine the issue and a solution. 
They will also meet to determine the drainage issue on W. Lincoln St.

Spayer stated he was going to purchase salt for the winter season from a company in Chicago again this season.  Now he received notice that the Village was included in the State bid contract.  He will have to confirm his order with the State bid and the he will cancel the order from Rock Salt Co. in Chicago.
The recent issue with a water main being bored into on Rt. 178 was also discussed.  The contractor for another local company was boring to install cable.  The ‘Julie’ was called in by the contractor and the water locate was called in to Peru by mistake.  The contractor began boring in the area although the water was not located.  We were not advised that the contractor would be boring in the area and the locate did not come in to the Village.  Pohar was contacted right away and they came out the next day to repair the water main.  Approx. 500,000 gallons of water was drained from the Rt. 6 water tower as a result of the damage.  The cost of the damage and subsequent water loss will be billed to either the contractor or Julie services. 
President’s Report: NONE

Public Comment: NONE

General Discussion of Village Affairs:  

Trustee Pawlak stated that during outside dining, the tables are crowding the curb.  

With no other discussion, it was motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Stewart to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk
