VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

July 24, 2012








AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:  06-26-12
V. Discussion regarding speed bumps / placement in the Village
VI. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) Canal Connection 11-4-12

VII. Finance Liaison
1.) Treasurer’s Report – Fiscal Year ending 3-31-12

VIII. Donation & Advertising Requests
1.) 43rd Annual Burgoo – estimates re: restrooms, etc.
2.) LP High School – Be the Change
IX. Clerk’s Report 
X. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XI. Park & Recreation Liaison

XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
XIV. Building/Zoning Officer Report    
XV.    Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update 
2.) Entry Sign Landscape Estimates
XVI. Engineer’s Report

1.) Donaldson St. Drainage Issue / Rescue Direct property
2.) Engineering services agreement to oversee streetscape project

3.) Streetscape Final Costs/eligible items

4.) Estimates on replacement trees along Canal St.

5.) CDAP Grant information – Johnson St. Project
XVII. Attorney’s Report
XVIII. President’s Report
1.) Ribbon Cutting with Unimin at Neighbor’s Park

XIX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase / Sale of Real Estate

4.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of Closed Meetings

XXI. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XXII. Adjournment
POSTED 07-20-12                              







MINUTES

At 7:04 pm the meeting of the Committee of the Whole was called to Order by Village President Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the Minutes of the 6-26-12 meeting.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried

A discussion then began regarding speed bump placement throughout the Village.  Resident, Mrs. Kara Fess, stated that lives in Ridgeview Subdivision.  Speeding has always been an issue in the subdivision on Erica Drive and Burgess Drive and the speed bumps that were placed on those streets in May were helpful in slowing traffic down.  There are approximately 60 kids under the age of 13 in the area and the reduction in traffic speed was drastic according to the residents in that neighborhood.  The speed bumps were requested approximately 8 years ago and the Village Board tabled the matter at that time.  The residents were happy to see the speed bumps being placed on those streets and were subsequently upset when they were removed.  She stated that there are several delivery vehicles that tend to speed in the subdivision.
Trustee Jereb, also a resident of the same subdivision, stated that many times the people that are speeding in the area are the people that live there.    He asked Mrs. Fess who she has noticed speeding.  Mrs. Fess stated that newspaper delivery, landscape and pizza delivery vehicles are among those that tend to speed.  Trustee Jereb asked Police Chief Wren if any tickets were issued; Chief Wren stated that he has received several complaints and speed bumps seemed like a good option to slow traffic in the area.  The speed bumps were placed on the straight areas of the aforementioned streets in an effort to slow traffic.  They are a temporary measure used to deal with fast moving traffic.
Trustee Jereb asked if the Radar equipment was used to determine the necessity of the speed bumps.  Chief Wren stated that when he used the equipment to gain statistics, traffic between mid-morning and noon was typically traveling at 1 – 8 miles over the speed limit.  It is a busy subdivision.

Mrs. Fess stated that this should be considered a Public Safety issue and as such, the Police Chief and the Mayor should have the authority to decide the best course of action.  She also stated that many of the residents signed a document in favor of the speed bumps and that they are trying to promote safety in their neighborhood.  







MINUTES

Trustee Jereb stated that the issue was not brought to the attention of the Board before the decision was made to purchase and place the speed bumps.  

Mrs. Fess stated that it was brought to the Board more than 8 years ago.

Trustee Jereb stated that he was not on the Board at that time and it should have been a discussion that took place recently, just as any other discussion that requires Board approval.

Mrs. Fess again stated that this should be considered a Public Safety matter, not necessarily a matter for the discussion by the Village Board.

Trustee Skoog then stated that he is in the neighborhood all day because he works in the evenings and he has not noticed a speeding issue.  If he did realize any speeding issue, he would be worried and look for a solution for the safety of the neighborhood and the children living there.

Mrs. Fess stated that the delivery vehicles do speed on the local streets and the speed bumps finally made them slow down.  All of the residents that signed the document in favor of the speed bumps also feel that there was a drastic reduction in traffic speed in the neighborhood.

Trustee Skoog stated that other communities such as Oglesby and LaSalle don’t have speed bumps on their city streets.  He does not feel that speed bumps are the answer.  

Trustee Jereb suggested that there should be more community involvement.  People who live in the neighborhood are speeding; he agrees that traffic needs to slow down however it is the local traffic that is doing the speeding.  Placing a speed bump that slows traffic almost to a complete stop is not the solution.  

Trustee Alvarado asked what the negatives are to having speed bumps.

Trustee Jereb stated that speed bumps that slow traffic to 5 mph are not the solution.  Speed humps are made of rubber material and slow traffic, but only to 15 mph.  This is the reason he would have wanted there to be open discussion about the matter before the purchase and installation of the speed bumps.
President Esmond stated that the area can be patrolled however the Police can’t be everywhere at one time.

Chief Wren stated that he is not always able to be in an area patrolling and this seemed like a good solution to deal with the speeding issue in that subdivision.  It is a temporary solution and the speed bumps can be moved and utilized in other areas as well.  President Esmond approved the purchase with the same intention; it was a good solution to deal with the many complaints that were coming in. 
Trustee Jereb stated that without radar statistics, there wasn’t enough information to make that decision.  

Chief Wren stated that while there was no council discussion, there were many complaints.  

Trustee Jereb stated that speed bumps are not a registered traffic device in Illinois.  

Chief Wren stated that he is not always able to be in one area to gather information.  He spends a lot of time in several areas including near the school, patrolling and working on serious and 






MINUTES

time sensitive cases.  He is not always in the area when a speeding vehicle would go by.  This was a good solution to deal with the complaints and get a step ahead of the issue.

Trustee Jereb stated that there was no discussion regarding the purchase and installation of the speed bumps.

President Esmond stated that he approved the purchase. In his capacity as Mayor he has the authority to make immediate purchases for up to $500.  This was requested as a Public Safety measure.
Mrs. Fess again stated that this should not be about the cost of the speed bumps but rather the safety of the community.

Trustee Jereb stated that it is every intention of the Village Board to consider Public Safety as a priority however the Board also discusses even small donations before they are made.  This was not discussed nor were any additional options considered.
Trustee Jereb stated that there were no facts presented therefore this seemed like a drastic solution.  The Village Board always discusses issues and tries to find the best solution for the community.

Trustee Skoog then stated that safety is at the forefront of the discussion.  The safety of the Village residents comes first.

Trustee Skoog then stated that the speed bumps are portable so they can and should be able to be moved upon request.  The Board agreed.  The speed bumps will be moved and rotated based on need and the discretion of the Police Chief and Maintenance Department.  

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  

Trustee Alvarado made the motion, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of the Canal Connection event to be held on 11-4-12.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:

Trustee Jereb asked Village Treasurer Jamie Turczyn to present the Treasurer’s Report for Fiscal year ending 3-31-12.  She stated that the Treasurer’s Report has always been completed by the Auditor, but she made the effort to do the report this year.   If the Board has any questions, they can contact Jamie and then formal approval of such can be considered at the next Board meeting.  The Board agreed and thanked her for preparing the report. It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of the 2012 Treasurer’s Report.

6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES
Donations:

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of a donation to LP High School for the ‘Be The Change’ event in the amount of $80.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of a donation to NCICG for their annual Golf Outing in the amount of $50.


6 Yes

Motion Carried

Park & Recreation Liaison:  

Trustee Skoog stated that Neighbor’s Park is coming along great.  The swing set will be going up and a ribbon cutting for the Park will be scheduled for some time in the early fall season.

Police Department Liaison:

Trustee Schrader stated that the #991 squad had significant mechanical issues and had to be towed last week.  The vehicle overheated, without prior warning, and the damage was significant.

Estimates to repair are as follows:

Schimmer 


$ 6,918.69

Gregg’s Automotive

$ 4,510.00

** Gregg’s will provide a 24K/24 month warranty and new parts will be used in the repairs.

After some discussion, it was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of the estimate and repairs by Gregg’s automotive in an amount of 

$ 4,510.00


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Discussion was then held regarding installation of a stop sign on Grove and Vine street(s).  It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the stop sign.  An Ordinance for such will be created for the next Board meeting for formal approval.

6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Zoning Enforcement/Building Inspector:

Building Inspector, Curt Spayer stated that LaFarge is requesting annexation into the Village for the purpose of construction of a storage facility and for a clean fill landfill.  He and Engineer Heitz will try to obtain more information and provide for the Board at the next meeting.  If annexation is requested, Publishing for a Public Hearing with the Planning Commission will be required.
Maintenance Department:

Public Works Director Spayer stated that R & R landscaping will consider donating the landscaping of the Rt. 6/Hallett Road entry sign.  The Board is requesting a general idea of the plan along with a design sketch. Spayer will contact them for such.

Engineer’s Report:  

Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village

Donaldson Street – Project is complete

IDOT – regarding the streetscape, there is no additional information at this time.

Canal St. Tree replacement – it was decided that the Maintenance Department will get estimates to replace the trees in the Fall season.

2012 Sidewalk Project – Discussion was held regarding additional work that still remained.  The area along the sidewalk(s) need to be cleaned up and planted with seed.  It was motioned to submit the contractor(s) invoices for payment however, an amount of 10% per invoice/per contractor will be held back to allow for completion of the project.  Heitz will contact them to discuss a completion date.

It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to hold back the 10% per invoice from both Ruiz Construction and Cruz Construction, awaiting completion of the project.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

President’s Report:  The Ribbon Cutting for Neighbor’s Park including Unimin/Village/Utica Little League was discussed.  It was decided that a good time to have the Ribbon Cutting would be in the Fall.  

Trustee/Committee Reports:

Trustee Pawlak stated that there are still a number of trucks that are turning incorrectly and ending up in the downtown area.  Chief Wren stated that there were issues with the Railroad crossing which led to an increase in downtown truck traffic.  That has been resolved for now.
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Trustee Alvarado presented a sketch of a proposed Mural to be considered for the north side of Towpath Collectibles.  It was decided that a sketch of a canal scene would be more appropriate.  Trustee Alvarado will look for a picture and ask if they can sketch something. 

Chief Wren then stated that squad # 992 is getting close to needing replacement.  There are a number of issues with the car including air conditioning and new tires.    In fact, both #992 and # 991 are in need of new tires.  The cost would be approximately $500 per vehicle.   After some discussion, it was decided that Chief Wren should place tires on the vehicle for safety and he should obtain estimates for the purchase of a new vehicle.  The Board agreed.

Trustee Skoog then stated that everyone on the Village Board is dedicated to the safety of the citizens of the Village.  It is the #1 priority and the Board always looks at what is in the best interest of the community.  The Village Board looks for options to make things better in the community.  The safety of our children is a priority and the Board will do whatever it takes to make sure their safety is a number 1 concern.
With no additional discussion it was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 pm.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

