VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

March 27, 2012








AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:  02-28-12
V. **  Appearance: Samantha Brown re: Village Market

VI. ** Appearance:  Emily Becker re: Cross-Cultural Solutions

VII. Governmental Affairs Liaison

1.) Update – Utica Special Events & Utica Garden Club
VIII. Finance Liaison
1.) Discussion re:  water/sewer account adjustments

IX. Donation & Advertising Requests
1.) Kids Fishing Expo

X. Clerk’s Report 
XI. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XII. Park & Recreation Liaison

XIII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIV.     Police Department Liaison 
XV.     Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update 
XVI. Engineer’s Report

1.) Update – Well 2 Project 
2.)  Illinois Valley Excavating 
a) Hallet Road Televising

3.)  Donaldson St. Drainage Issue / Rescue Direct property
4.)   Neighbor’s Park

a) Parking Lot

b) Moving of Road

c) Walking Track

XVII. Building/Zoning Officer Report
XVIII. Attorney’s Report
XIX. President’s Report
XX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XXI. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase / Sale of Real Estate

4.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of Closed Meetings

XXII. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XXIII. Adjournment
POSTED 03-23-12                              







MINUTES

At 7:04 pm the Committee of the Whole Meeting was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.  

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the Minutes of the 2-28-12 Committee of the Whole Meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance:  Mrs. Samantha Brown, representing the Utica Village Market spoke to the Board about the schedule and costs for the 2012 Village Market.  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Bimm to recommend approval of the reimbursement of the following expenses associated with the Village Market; Insurance costs and the Village will furnish a Handicap accessible restroom. The cost of Insurance is approximately $397 annually.  The Market will take place on Sundays and one Saturday evening per month.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance:  Ms. Emily Becker spoke to the Board about Cross-Cultural Solutions.  She would like to attend a 2 week program promoting literacy in Guatemala and needs to raise approx. $4,000 - $6,000.  The application needs to be submitted within the next week and the fee for such is $275.  After some discussion, it was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend the donation of $275 for the application fee to Cross-Cultural Solutions on behalf of Emily Becker.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado spoke to the Board about the Utica Garden Club and the items they will proceed with during this spring/summer season.  They will take care of the flower pots on May 19 and they will be doing some maintenance near the park on June 23.  They will also provide a fall season clean up in September/October.  Some of the bump outs have been cleaned up and new mulch added.  

It was also decided that ‘Support Utica Businesses’ would be added to the LED sign.







MINUTES

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb spoke about the proposed Water/Sewer account adjustments that had previously been discussed.  There are a few accounts that require Manual adjustment in the MSI system as a result of payments being received, but there being no current way in the system to record a Manual Billing.  The system shows several payments in Accounts Receivable, with no offset of a prior amount due.  Because the system only shows the receivable amount(s), it appears that the Village has accepted payments with no amount due to offset.  Since it is just an issue with the current MSI system, it was stated by the clerk that a manual adjustment of the accounts would need to be done to bring everything back to a zero balance; which is the true balance of each of the accounts in question.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of the manual adjustments to the accounts indicated. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of a donation to the 2012 Kid’s Fishing Expo in the amount of $50.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Clerk’s Report: NONE

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bimm spoke about resident concerns regarding the intersection of Church St. and Armstrong St.  She requested signage be considered to alert traffic that there are children playing in the area of Canal St. as well.  The Maintenance Department will place signage in the area.

Engineer Heitz then stated that the Village would need to consider lighting at the Lincoln St. /Mill St. intersection.  The Board agreed and Heitz will look into.  

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog stated that the Concession stand at Carey Memorial Park is in need of some repairs.  Mrowicki can make the repairs in an amount of approx. $481.24.  It was then motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend that the Concession Stand be repaired by Mrowicki at a cost not to exceed $500.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader stated that in Chief Wren’s absence during the week of April 1, 2012, Officer James Strand will be on duty.






MINUTES

Maintenance Department:  Public Works Director Curt Spayer stated that the department will need to consider additional equipment for the upcoming mowing season.  He will get estimates for a lawn mower as well as a tractor.  

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village.

He began with a summary of the 3-26-12 meeting between the Village Board and EXP & Associates regarding the discussion of the final streetscape plans.  At the meeting, items discussed were fencing and planters, rock and signage at the proposed pocket parks and the general plantings in those areas and along Rt. 178.  EXP will finalize their plans to further review with the Board in the next few weeks.  The plans will be submitted for formal approval by IDOT in April and they hope to go out for bid and award the work for a fall planting season. 

Donaldson St. – Engineer Heitz stated that the property will require further surveying to determine the best course of action regarding the drainage of the area.

Neighbor’s Park – Heitz discussed the proposed parking, walk path and placement of bleachers, etc. at Neighbor’s Park.  He will obtain estimates for concrete and further discuss with the Board at the next meeting.  Unimin has also been contacted about the project and may be interested in providing some help.

Discussion was then held regarding the 2012 sidewalk project in the Village.  Areas considered were along Washington St. and Hallet Road connecting Esmond Drive and Wright Drive.  The proposed cost would be $46,645 however Heitz will obtain bids on the project.  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Schrader to authorize Engineer Heitz to go out for Bid on the 2012 Village of North Utica sidewalk project.  

6 Yes


Motion Carried

President’s Report:  NONE

Public Comment:  Russ Hamilton asked about a house on Washington St.  It is in very bad shape and should be taken down.  The property owner has stated several times that he will be removing it from the property, but to date it hasn’t been taken down.  The Village will review and discuss the matter with Attorney Klein to determine a course of action.  There are several properties that the Village is currently working on in the same regard.







MINUTES

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to enter into Executive Session at 8:03 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to reconvene the meeting at 8:40 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

With no additional business to discuss, it was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

