VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

January 24, 2012







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:  11-22-11
**   Appearance: Utica Little League; Residents of Neighbor’s Park Neighborhood re: discussion of Ball Field
**Items for further discussion: Regarding Little League and Carey Park:

1.) Gym Rental / Spring Clinic

2.) Scoreboard Repairs – Replace Light bulbs / Carey Park 
3.) Repair PA system Wiring / Carey Park 
4.) Replacement Keys for Restrooms, Storage, and Concession Stand / Carey Park
V. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
1.) Discussion re:  Vendor Permits

VI. Finance Liaison
1.) Treasurer: discussion re: Direct Deposit Utility Payments & Payroll
VII. Donation & Advertising Requests
1.) Waltham Trivia Night Sponsorship 

2.) Waltham School Advertising / $150 July 1st – June 30 annually

3.) Central Region Senior Baseball Sponsorship

4.) News Tribune Advertising / Safety & Support Section
VIII. Clerk’s Report 
IX. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison 
1.) Ill. Valley Building & Construction Trades Council re: Dollars Against Diabetes Day – June 16, 2012  8-12pm Rt. 178 & Rt. 6 / Mill and Church 

X. Water & Sewer Liaison
XI.     Police Department Liaison 
XII.     Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update 
XIII. Engineer’s Report

1.)  Update-  IDOT Rt. 178

a.)  Streetscape -2nd phase/Project, plans and remaining ITEP Funds
2.) Update – Well 2 Project 
3.)  Update – CDAP Grant Possible Projects
4.)  Donaldson St. Drainage Issue / Rescue Direct property
XIV. Building/Zoning Officer Report
XV. Attorney’s Report
XVI. President’s Report
XVII. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XVIII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of closed meetings

XIX. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XX. Adjournment
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MINUTES

At 7:08 pm, the Committee Meeting was called to Order by Village President Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance. Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak. Also Present at the meeting was Village Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the Minutes of the 11-22-11 meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog introduced Brad Thompson, Utica Little League President.  Thompson spoke about Neighbor’s Park ball field.  Residents of the neighborhood were also invited to the meeting to participate in the discussion.  The Little League would like permission to begin using the field for day games for T-Ball and girls softball.  Currently the older girls have to go to other communities to play due to the fact that they can’t play on a field with a pitcher’s mound.  It would be great to have them back playing in our own community.  

Resident Tom Joiner, 612 Norman St., spoke about the Park.  He stated that the residents of the area actually cleared the land near the water tower and made it into a useable park.  The Village Board agreed at that time that it would be designated as a park.  It wasn’t intended to be a Ball field.    The traffic has increased since the Village started using the Park as a practice field; what will it be like if there are games?  Parking and the road both need to be addressed before Mr. Joiner will agree to using the Park for day games.  Unimin has also offer to discuss the possibility of placing a walking track around the park.  Mr. Joiner will speak with Mr. McTee to discuss the matter.  The Village Board agreed that a walking path would be nice.  President Esmond stated that it is a Public Park and it is for kids to enjoy for generations to come.  Joiner agreed, but stated that there are a lot of parking issues to be reviewed first.  Esmond also stated that there is playground equipment in the Maintenance Building that will be put up again.  Thompson stated that Unimin would be donating additional funds to the Park.  The Little League would like the Village to consider restrooms and concession facilities at the Park as well.  Engineer Heitz stated that the Parking and road can be reviewed to determine the correct placement; the hydrant was already moved.  Joiner agreed that if these items are addressed he will support the idea of holding day games.  Thompson stated that he isn’t sure when they would begin using the field for day games, or if it would be during this season, because of the timeline of waiting until spring to address the parking and the road.  The field will be used again for practices though.  
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Dave Hendricks, 626 Norman St., asked the Village Board about the increase in traffic and spoke about the intersection of Norman St. and Mill St.  People are driving too fast in the area and it’s dangerous.  He also asked about the schedule for the games.  Thompson stated that T-Ball would be from 9-12pm.  He agreed that when games are played the traffic would increase due to the additional team of kids.  Hendricks asked if a Utica Officer could be there when the games are being played.  Chief Wren stated that the Parks are a high priority however due to the part time status of the department an Officer wouldn’t be there at all times.  The area is always patrolled, however.  Hendricks asked about a speed bump in the area to slow traffic, and Wren stated that the department has purchased a Speed Radar trailer which could be moved to the area.  

Joiner then asked if the walking track is put around the field would there be additional lighting put up near the back.  Esmond stated that the Village could look at doing that if it’s determined that it would be needed. 

Trustee Skoog stated that Utica has grown.  The number of kids that are playing has grown considerably and the community needs the additional field to accommodate them.  We need to keep the kids playing in our own community.

The additional items were addressed:

Spring Clinic gym rental – the Village Board agreed that this will be placed on the February Board Meeting Agenda for approval.  The cost is approximately $150.

Scoreboard and PA system repairs- An electrician will be hired to repair this.  

Keys- the Village will change the lock and provide new keys to the Little League for disbursement.  20 keys, numbered and stamped will be provided and the Utica Little League will assume the responsibility for such.  

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado presented the Board with suggested changes to the Vendor’s Permit Ordinance.  They will review the changes and notify her of any additions.  This will be on the February Board meeting Agenda for approval. 

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb asked about payroll direct deposit/automatic utility payments.  The Board asked how many residents are interested in the automatic payment for their utility bills and also how many employees would like the direct deposit option.

Clerk Gbur stated that it has not yet been determined how many employees would prefer the direct deposit for payroll.  The same was said about utility payments.  There would be upgrades that may have to be addressed in the computer system, and MSI would have to provide training for such.  It would be $20 per month to start, but we aren’t sure who would utilize the program to pay their utility bill in this manner.  It was determined that something would be put on the next water bills to survey how many residents would be interested.  The Clerk will also survey 
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the employees regarding payroll direct deposit.  It will be discussed at the February Committee Meeting.  The program is being considered for the beginning of the next Fiscal year.
Donations and Advertising:  

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of sponsorship of Waltham School’s Trivia Night in the amount of $100.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bimm stated that Illinois Valley Building & Construction Trades is requesting their annual tag day for Dollars Against Diabetes on June 16, 2012 at the intersection of Rt. 6 and Rt. 178 and the corners of Mill St. and Church St. 

It was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of the event.  The Clerk will make sure it does not conflict with any other approved events.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Discussion was held about residents that throw snow back into the street after it has been cleaned and salted.  It was determined that a Code Red notification would be sent out to request that Village residents refrain from this. 
Water/Sewer Liaison:  Trustee Pawlak spoke about the cost that the Village should be charging for tankers that fill up with Village water. In 2011, between July and October, a trucking company filled their tankers with over 260,000 gallons of water.  According to the current fee for Commercial non-metered water, the charge would only be a flat rate of $60 per tanker.   After much discussion, it was decided that the water/sewer rate ordinance should be amended to contain a cost for such in the amount of $50 / 1000 gallons of water.  The Clerk will provide the information to the Attorney for approval at the February Board Meeting. 

Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader stated that the 2011 activity report and the November/December 2011 activity report had been presented to them.  There were no additional questions.

Building/Zoning Officer: None

Maintenance Department: None
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Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz provided a report of ongoing issues in the Village.

Streetscape – Heitz will call Teng and Associates to request them to come to a future committee meeting.  The Board agreed.

Well 2 – no further update

CDAP Grant possibilities- There are no projects in the area that was surveyed at this time.

Donaldson St. – Heitz is looking into the drainage issues on the Rescue Direct property.

President’s Report: None

Attorney’s Report: Absent

Committee/Trustee Reports:  

Trustee Alvarado stated that the Utica Business Association is in the process of reorganizing.  They are looking for a new President, Vice-President and Treasurer.

At 8:40 pm it was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to adjourn the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

