VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

November 22, 2011








AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:  10-25-11
V. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) Update – Utica Business Association meeting

a) Mural

b) Way Finding Signs

2.) Discussion of Vendor Permits/ Ordinance
VI. Finance Liaison
1.) Discussion re: 2011 Tax Levy

VII. Donation Requests
VIII. Appearance Request – Progressive Energy 
IX. Clerk’s Report 
X. Park & Recreation Liaison
1.) Discussion re: Park lighting approval

XI. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison 

XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
XIV.     Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update 
2.) Estimates / Truck for Maintenance Department

XV. Engineer’s Report

1.)  Update-  IDOT Rt. 178

a.)  Inspection of road for jurisdictional transfer

b.) Streetscape -2nd phase/Project, plans and remaining ITEP Funds
2.) Update – Well 2 Project 
3.)  Update – Rothrock sewer, Senica sewer, Windy/Adams water run off
XVI. Building/Zoning Officer Report
XVII. Attorney’s Report
XVIII. President’s Report
XIX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of closed meetings

XXI. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XXII. Adjournment







POSTED 11-18-11          






MINUTES

At 7:03 pm the meeting was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.  Village Attorney Herb Klein and Village Engineer Kevin Heitz did not attend the meeting.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the Minutes of the 10-25-11 Committee Meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance:  Mike Sparrow, Progressive Energy Group, spoke to the Board about Municipal Regulation of Energy.  The Residents and Businesses of the Village would receive the lowest rate available for electric savings by Progressive auditing the bills and bidding out the contract for a period of 2 – 3 years.   If the Village Board approved the proposal of providing Municipal Regulation to the community, various Public Meetings would be held prior to a referendum on the March Ballot.  If the referendum passes, all residents and businesses would automatically begin receiving the discount once the Village enters into the contract for the lowest bid.  There is an Opt Out for anyone who does not want to participate.  All charges would remain on one bill and Ameren would continue to be the line service provider and all issues, including power outages would still be directed to them.  There are some expenses involved to the Village such as mailing, meeting and legal expenses however a grant would be provided to the Village to pay for such costs incurred.  This item will be placed on the December 14, 2011 Board Agenda for discussion and possible approval in order to ensure a referendum on the March 2012 Ballot.   Sparrow also noted that the Municipal Tax would not change for the Village and that residents could realize a savings of approximately $175 annually if they participate.  

Appearance:  Brad Thompson, Utica Little League President, spoke to the Board about the use of the Neighbors Park ball field.  In order to have games on the field, items such as restrooms, concessions and parking would need to be addressed.  President Esmond stated that the parking would be completed in the Spring. Trustee Jereb then stated that when it was decided to place a ball field at Neighbors Park, it was for the purpose of being used as a practice field.  There was opposition by some of the residents living near the Park because they wanted it to remain the way it was for the children living in the area.  Trustee Skoog stated that donations could be used toward the construction of restrooms and concessions as it becomes available.  Trustee Jereb stated that the residents living in the area of the Park would have to accept the idea of playing games on the field.  Thompson stated that it could be utilized as a girls game field because it does not have a pitchers’ mound and this would enable the Utica girls team to begin playing back in Utica again.  President Esmond advised Thompson and the Utica Little League to speak with the residents in the area of Neighbors Park.    Thompson stated that the field could be used for instructional boys & girls, T-ball and Girls softball.  There is approx. $4,500 left in donated money to be used at the Park.  Trustee Schrader asked about the need for lighting; Thompson stated that for now it would only be utilized for day games.  There are plans for concrete pads to be poured for the purpose of the bleachers which have been purchased and are located in the Maintenance Shop.  Thompson then spoke about the ball field at Carey Memorial Park.  The Village needs to inspect the current lighting system to determine if it meets lightning strike criteria before the field can be used for the Early Bird Tournament in the spring or for any night games during the season.  Discussion was held regarding the maintenance of the field; the Utica Little League will roll the field and try to find someone to mow during the spring / summer season.  The old shed will be removed by the Maintenance Department and the Utica Little League will remove the net / batting cage.  The Village will then re-key the locks and provide a key to Utica Little League.  Thompson then stated that the Early Bird Tournament  would be held at the end of April; the District 9 -10 year old boys’ championship will be held in Utica as well as the 11-12 boys National.   Engineer Heitz will inspect the lighting; an electrician may be contacted as well to determine the condition for meeting the lightning strike criteria.   
Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado stated that  the Utica Business Association held their monthly meeting.  They discussed the Illinois River Bridge project and the possibility of the bridge being closed and the negative impact it would have on the community.  They have received no further information on the proposed Mural.  The plan for placement of Way Finding Signs has been completed and the Village Clerk is working with Julia Messina, IDOT Representative, to submit paperwork for approval.  The letter from the Village has already been written and we are just waiting on a map showing the proposed placement of the signs.  

Trustee Alvarado then spoke about the Vendor Permits and the Ordinance regarding such.  Items such as signage, clean-up of property  and litter need to be addressed as well as the actions of the Village in the event that the Ordinance is not followed by a Vendor or property owner.  

Trustee Alvarado also stated that the Utica Garden Club filled all of the Planters for the Winter Holiday Season and they look beautiful.  

Trustee Jereb asked for more information about the proposed mural.  President Esmond stated that they have not received any additional information yet.  Approval would depend on what type of mural is being considered. 
Trustee Alvarado would also like to see the Village purchase a plaque for the stone pillar located on the Lincoln Street Extension.  It represents the old Clark’s Mill.  She will contact the property owner to discuss placing a plaque in the area.  

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb discussed the 2011 Tax Levy.  The EAV has shown a significant decrease of $6.2 million.  If the Village chooses to Levy the same amount of approx. $56,700, the tax rate in the Village would show an increase of up to 29.02%. (rate = .2638)  If the Village chooses to use the same rate at the previous year which was .2047, the Village’s Levied amount would be $44,000.  If the Village chose to increase the maximum rate allowed by law before a public hearing would be held, the rate would increase 35.47% (rate= .2770) and realize $59,633.35 in Tax Levy.  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend remaining at the same tax rate of .2047 for the 2011 Tax Levy which would realize an amount of $44,000.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried
Clerk’s Report: None

Park & Recreation Liaison: None

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bimm discussed the traffic on Church St. and Armstrong St. and the possible need for a stop sign in the area.  It was decided that Maintenance Supervisor Spayer would look at the intersection to determine where the signage is needed.  They are both Village streets, so the Village can place additional signage if needed.

Water & Sewer Liaison: None

Police Department Liaison: None

Maintenance Department:  Supervisor Curt Spayer spoke to the Board about the estimates he had received on the purchase of a new Truck for the Department. The price for a 2011 Dodge 3500 with the snow plow package, dump box and our trade-in would be approx. $43,934

Spayer would like a utility box instead of a dump box; it would be greater utilized in the department and then a salt spreader can also be placed in the bed of the truck.  The current 550 would cost approx. $2,000 - $5,000 to repair and it is in poor general condition and is always in need of repairs.  President Esmond stated that the Village needs to look at maintaining its’ fleet.   Some of the vehicles are over 11 years old.  Trustee Jereb stated that repairing the vehicle for $2,000 - $5,000 is a lot less than purchasing a $45,000 new truck.  Trustee Schrader stated that the vehicle is beginning to nickel and dime the department.  Trustee Jereb asked Spayer if the department needs the vehicle.  Spayer stated yes; the department would be better off with a new vehicle especially with snow plow season approaching.  It was decided that Spayer will get a revised estimate on the truck to include the utility box and he will have the information available at the December Board Meeting.  

The door on the Maintenance Salt Storage Building was also discussed. It was not included in the original bid for the roof.  The contractor’s estimate for the door would be $1,500 and the opener would be $1,450. Spayer will contact some other suppliers including Overhead Door to get estimates on the door. 

Engineer’s Report:  None

Building/Zoning Officer: None

Attorney’s Report:  None

It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado at 8:32 pm to enter into Executive Session for the Purpose of:

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2. ) Pending/Imminent Litigation


All in favor


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by  Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Schrader to reconvene the meeting at 9:05 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to adjourn the meeting of the Committee of the Whole at 9:06 pm.

All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

