VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

September 27, 2011







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:  8-23-11
V. Appearance Request:  NCICG -Brian Gift re: I-Fiber Project
VI. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) Consideration of Photo/Paula Guttilla 

VII. Finance Liaison
1.) IDOT - Additional Village Cost for Project delays = $5,278.24

VIII. Donation Requests
IX. Clerk’s Report 
X. Park & Recreation Liaison
XI. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison 

1.) Update – street light repairs in the Village
2.) Review of Streetscape Sign Proposal from Utica Business Association

XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
XIV.     Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update 
2.) Status of Village Hall Parking lot paving

3.) Salt Storage Shed 
a) Roofing estimates
b) Status of building

XV. Engineer’s Report

1.)  Update-  IDOT Rt. 178

a.)  Streetscape -2nd phase/Project and remaining ITEP Funds
2.) Update - Neighbor’s Park- Parking area/ Berm for water runoff
3.) Update – Well 2 Project 
4.)  Update – Phosphate Permit application status
5.)  Update  - MFT/Non-MFT Road Project in the Village
a.)  Janecki – 204 Woodland Drive re: water draining issues 

6.)   Illinois Valley Excavating -Sewer Televising in the Village
a.) Rothrock – locating of lines/boring of sewer
b.) Woodland Court water run off issue

c.) Area south of Hallet Rd. 
7.)   Update- Ramp to be built behind Duffy’s

XVI. Building/Zoning Officer Report
XVII. Attorney’s Report
XVIII. President’s Report
XIX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of closed meetings

XXI. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XXII. Adjournment
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MINUTES

At 7:05 pm the Committee of the Whole meeting was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.  Trustee Matt Jereb arrived at 7:08 pm.

Also present at the meeting was Village Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the Minutes from the 8-23-11 Committee of the Whole meeting.


5 Yes


1 Absent (Jereb)


Motion Carried

Appearance:  Mr. Brian Gift, NCICG, spoke about the I-fiber Broadband Grant received in the county to install fiber optic network to communities.  The areas of LaSalle County, Rockford and Galena would be included in the program.  Northern Illinois University submitted the application for the Grant which is in the amount of approx. $68,000,000.  I-Fiber will oversee the maintenance and operations of the program for local communities and will include Nora, NCICG and Jerry Hicks, LaSalle County.

The Grant received was for the initial installation of the network, but not for the long term operation of such.  It is being offered to communities for a fee to connect to the I-Fiber network.  The Village’s portion will be approx. $3,600/ $300 per month plus $25 per month for the internet connection.  The internet speed will be 10 megabytes per second.  Over a period of time the cost of the program will be reduced as it is offered to other private businesses, etc.  A letter of intent is requested if the Village wishes to participate in the I-Fiber program.  It would serve only as a letter of interest and would not be a binding commitment to the program.  If the Village decides to connect, it would have to do so by June 2013.  The Board will further review the information and make a decision at the next meeting.
Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado spoke about two photographs being donated by Paul Guttilla of the Fireworks in the Village.  They would be enlarged to 15 ¾ X 24 at no cost by Country Village Studios.  The framing of the pictures would cost the Village $178.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of the purchase of the two framed photographs at a cost not to exceed $178.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb stated that he had reviewed the documents and spoken with Joe Wick, IDOT, regarding the project delays in question.  He has determined that the delays and the associated costs were justified.  Therefore, it was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of the delays at a cost not to exceed $5,278.24.  This amount would then be added to the IDOT invoices and requires only Board approval to do so.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Donation Requests:  None

Clerk’s Report:  Clerk Gbur spoke to the Board about consideration of purchasing additional Christmas decorations for the downtown.  It was discussed and determined that Trustee Alvarado and Trustee Bimm will research the options.  The maintenance department will provide an inventory of the items that the Village currently has.  It will be further discussed at the next meeting.

Trustee Alvarado then stated that there will be a meeting to discuss the Christmas in the Village Event.  It will be held at the Community Hall at 8:30 on October 20, 2011.

Parks & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog stated that the restroom at Neighbor’s Park could now be picked up for the winter season. The restroom located near the Village Hall will remain until after the Veteran’s Day Parade.

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bimm stated that there are still two street lights that have not been repaired.  One is located near the Community Hall and one is located on Clark St. near Mix’s Trading Post.  It is unclear whose lights they are, therefore she is having a difficult time trying to get them repaired.  She will give it a little time and then try to contact Ameren again. 

She also mentioned that she had received some complaints about the road repairs being done; specifically with regard to the oil on the pavement and the grindings.  Engineer Heitz stated the since the road is the property of the Village, the grindings have been gathered and brought to the maintenance parking lot for use by the Village.  This is a customary practice.  

The oil used in resurfacing the roads is necessary to cure the pavement.  There is no other way to resurface, however it dries pretty quickly.  
Engineer Heitz then provided an update of the MFT/Non-MFT road project taking place in the Village.  The work on many of the roads has either been completed or is scheduled to begin within a day or so depending on the weather.  The parking lot on Clark St. in back of the businesses is finished however it will require gravel at the west end to account for the 6 inch difference in the pavement to the grass.  Heitz suggested to the Board to place additional 






MINUTES

aggregate, up to a few feet, to accommodate the dumpsters used by the businesses so that the parking lot spaces are free for use.  The dumpster behind Duffy’s was moved near the Gazebo.  Trustee Jereb stated that the Village should treat all of the businesses the same and if provisions are being made for the dumpsters near the A T & T parking lot, the same should be done for the dumpster behind Duffy’s.  Heitz stated that the dumpster was moved there at the request of the business owner.  The Village can see how it works out and then even consider fencing around it since it is located on Village property. 

Then the Board discussed the streetscape sign proposal submitted by the Utica Business Association for way finding signs.  The Board feels that the 21 signs proposed would be a lot.  The proposal submitted by Designs & Signs by Anderson is for 21 signs and the hardware at a cost of $13,479.  It does not include installation.   Julia Messina, IDOT, stated that the placement of each of the signs was carefully considered.  The Board would like to further review the map of sign placement to determine how many signs are necessary.  It was also discussed that the signs would only be allowed within the Village limits.  This would mean that signs would not be located any further south on Rt. 178 than Grand Bear.  The Village may be interested in right of way of the road so that additional signs could be placed up to Rt. 71.
Water & Sewer Liaison:  Trustee Pawlak stated that Village wide hydrant flushing is being done.  Additional discussion was held regarding Well 2 and emergency use.  Then President Esmond stated that the pump on Well 1 may have to be replaced soon.  It is showing signs of wear and is approx. 20+ years old.

Engineer Heitz then stated that the application for the Phosphate permits is completed and will be sent in with signatures from President Esmond and Clerk Gbur after the meeting.

Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader stated that the Radar Sign is on order and should be received within 20-30 days.

Maintenance Department:  Spayer stated that the salt storage building will begin construction later in the week, weather permitting.  He is also waiting for estimates for the roof of the building.  

Engineer’s Report:  Heitz stated that the informal bid process for the Village Hall parking lot project was completed.  The low bid for the project was Cruz Concrete at $23,972.  It was lower than Heitz’s original estimate of approx. $27,500.  President Esmond authorized awarding the project to Cruz Concrete and the project will begin within a day or so, weather permitting.  







MINUTES


The sod is on order for the islands along the Rt. 178 realignment.  The areas located near the Waltham School would be approx. $5,000 - $6,000 to sod.  Seed would be much less expensive for those small areas.  The Board agreed and Heitz will notify the IDOT and the contractor.

Illinois Valley Excavating will begin boring at Rothrock’s soon.  They will also begin televising the area south of Hallet Rd.  

Trustee Alvarado then stated that the Streets, Lights and flags all look wonderful in the downtown and thanked the maintenance department.

Trustee Skoog asked if the Board would consider gift certificates for Leo Doerr for watering the planters, and Don & Karen Robey for taking care of the Gazebo again this year.  The Board agreed and it was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Jereb to recommend the purchase of a $50 gift certificate for use at a Utica Business for Mr. Doerr and Mr. and Mrs. Robey.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned at 8:30 pm by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to adjourn the meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

