VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

May 24, 2011








AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:  4-26-11
V. Governmental Affairs Liaison
VI. Finance Liaison
1.) Discussion re: Maintenance fee / Certificate Fund upon Final payment of Bond

2.) Discussion re:  draft 2011 Appropriations Ordinance

VII. Donation Requests
VIII. Appearance Request
IX. Clerk’s Report 
X. Park & Recreation Liaison
XI. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
1.) Samolitis- 776 N. 2853rd Rd. – hook up to water
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
XIV.     Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update
XV. Engineer’s Report

1.)         Update-  IDOT Rt. 178/Teng Streetscape -2nd phase/Project

2.)         Update - Neighbor’s Park

3.)         Update - Municipal Well Project 
4.)         Update – entry sign easement – Lafarge

5.)         Update – staking of Rt. 6 entry sign

6.)         Update – Reitgraf Property

7.)         Update  - MFT Road Project in the Village
8.)         Illinois Valley Excavating -Sewer Televising in the Village
a.) Rothrock Property

XVI. Building/Zoning Officer Report

XVII. Attorney’s Report
XVIII. President’s Report
XIX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of closed meetings

XXI. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session
XXII. Adjournment
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MINUTES

At 7:10 pm, the meeting was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, James Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.  Also present was Village Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the Minutes of the 4-26-11 Committee of the Whole Meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado; None.

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb; Discussion was held regarding the Water/Sewer Maintenance Fee of $5.00 that has been utilized as a source to pay for the Bond for the Water Meter Program.  Trustee Jereb feels that when the Bond is paid off, which is scheduled for this year, at that time the fee should be removed from Utility Bills.  Trustee Pawlak stated that the original intent of the fee was for water/sewer maintenance, not just to pay back the Bond.  It states in the Ordinance 2004-36 that “the existing charge of a water service maintenance fee of $5.00 monthly to all users of water service is hereby confirmed and shall remain until further action of the Board of Trustees.”  Trustee Pawlak stated that it does not state that it remains until the Bond is paid, but rather until further action by the Board of Trustees.  Jereb maintained that the intent of the fee was to pay for the Bond and if the Bond is going to be paid off, the fee should be removed.  It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Bimm to recommend removal of the $5.00 fee.

4 Yes (Bimm, Jereb, Schrader, Skoog)


2 No  (Pawlak, Alvarado)


Motion Carried

Discussion was then held regarding the 2011 Appropriations Budget.  A draft of such was presented by Trustee Jereb for discussion and further review prior to the June 8, 2011 Board Meeting.  All Trustees should review and submit changes and suggestions to Trustee Jereb so that he can prepare the final budget for approval at the June Board of Trustees Meeting. 







MINUTES

Donation Requests:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of an ad in the News-Tribune for the Utica Garden Walk event in the amount of $125.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of an ad in the News-Tribune for the 125th Anniversary of Spring Valley in the amount of $95 for Black and White.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of a donation to New York Says Thank You in the amount of $500.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Requests: None

Clerk’s Report: None

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog; Discussion was held about the Neighbor’s Park practice field.  Engineer Heitz informed the Board that Wozniak Construction, who just completed the sidewalk project in the Village, donated his time and material to do the dug outs in Neighbor’s Park. 
Trustee Bimm asked Trustee Skoog who sets up the schedule for the Utica Little League.  He answered that the President of the Little League takes care of that.  She also asked if the field was intended to be only a practice field and Skoog answered yes and that games will be played at the lower field at Carey Park.

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison: Trustee Bimm;  A list of street lights that are not working has been turned into Kathy in the office.  She will contact Ameren again to see when they will come and fix them.  Bimm stated that she would begin documenting pot holes on streets in the Village so that we could begin repairing them.  Kevin Heitz stated that much of that had been done when looking into a MFT road project for the Village.  If minor repairs need to be made, that can be handled by Maintenance.  They will be doing some of that patching.







MINUTES

Discussion was also held regarding the sidewalk for Mr. Joel Miller who lives on Washington St.  He would like to replace an area of the sidewalk and would like to be reimbursed by the Village.  Pawlak stated that the Village no longer has that Program in place.  Heitz stated that since the Village does a sidewalk project, they no longer reimburse individuals for sidewalk replacement on their own.  

Water & Sewer Liaison: Trustee Pawlak; Mr. Samolitis – 776 N. 2853rd Rd.- would like to hook up to water.  Discussion was held about how far away the water source is, currently.  Heitz will contact the property owner to further discuss and to make him aware that it would be a considerable distance at his cost.

Trustee Pawlak then stated that Ms. Wolfe-Wright Drive-has contacted the Village regarding a water runoff issue in her front yard.  Trustee Bimm stated that the area is wet year round.  Trustee Pawlak stated that he thinks it could be from the water level in her own yard.  He will look into the issue.

Police Department Liaison: Trustee Schrader; Summer Interns will be doing their ride along time from approximately 5-23-11 through 8-8-11.  

Also, Waltham School is requesting a no parking zone in front of the School when the Road project is completed.  Heitz stated that they will have to wait until the road is done and look at the area then.

Chief Wren would like the Clerk to give him copies of the Codified Ordinances.  Clerk Gbur stated that the codifications are not finished yet.  

Trustee Skoog then stated that maybe the Village could look into an Auto-Aid type of Agreement with LaSalle for the Police/Drug Dog.  Many LaSalle Officers live in Utica and it could be helpful for both communities.  The Village could save money by working with LaSalle.

Maintenance Department:  Public Works Director, Curt Spayer stated that he has received information and estimates on a Phosphate product that can be placed in the water system to alleviate issues with color, odor, hardness, rust, etc. in the water.  The product coats the lines to prevent Iron and other minerals and would be effective in the entire system.  It would cost approximately $1,000 to begin and would require the proper Permits.  The cost per year would be approx. $2,700 - $3,200.  It may resolve the current problems in the system and provide the benefits of a long term solution.  






MINUTES

It was motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the Permit process to get started with the Phosphate Project.  When the Permit is received, the Board will look at the cost at that time. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz;

IDOT- It appears that the Lincoln St. Extension will be done by approximately June 20, 2011. 

Heitz also stated that the Bollards that were included in the original project are not something that can be used so the Board would need to look at different styles.  The cost would be increased from the original estimate of $19,000 to $31,350.  It was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend that Bollards are no longer included in the plans for the streetscape.

4 Yes (Bimm, Alvarado, Skoog, Pawlak)


2 No  (Jereb, Schrader)


Motion Carried

Well Project- AST confirms that the Village Well is producing water that is in compliance.  Heitz recommended that a letter along with the Report from AST be submitted to the EPA and Attorney General.  An Operating Permit application would also be attached.
It was motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend that Attorney Klein take care of submitting the paperwork accordingly.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Rietgraf Property- still needs to be cleaned up.  Discussion was held regarding the matter. No decision was reached on a solution.

MFT Road Project- It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend a revision to Resolution 11-03 from the previous amount of $80,000 in MFT Funds, to $65,000.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Building Inspector/Zoning Enforcement: Tom Brown; stated that the sign located on property south of the Village Hall is down; possibly will be taking down the other sign there as well.

A sign for LaSalle Speedway that was put up for the season on the Southeast corner of Rt. 6 and Rt. 178 has also been taken down as it is not allowed by the current Ordinance.

Attorney’s Report: Absent

President’s Report: None

General Discussion of Village Affairs:

Trustee Alvarado-would like Police to look into the ‘composting’ of the yard on property located on the corner of Church & Vine St.  (Foothills Organics)
Trustee Skoog-will be looking into the donated items at Neighbor’s Park for Insurance for the Village.

With no additional Business, the motion was made by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 pm.


All if favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

