VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

March 22, 2011








AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:  2-22-11
V. Appearance requests:  Emmanuel Linberg re: Water Service/billing
VI. Appearance requests:  Extreme Pyrotechnics re: Fireworks Display 7-2-11
VII. Appearance requests:  Samantha Brown re: Village Market proposal
VIII. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) Brochure Distribution 
IX. Finance Liaison
1.) Discussion re:  Auditor for Fiscal yr 2011 
X. Donation Requests
1.) LaSalle County Historical Society re: 42nd Burgoo

2.) Utica Garden Club re: Garden Walk /June 11 – 12, 2011

3.) Waltham School re:  advertising inside south gymnasium

4.) Jimmy D Golf Day re: sponsorship

XI. Clerk’s Report 
XII. Park & Recreation Liaison
XIII. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XIV. Water & Sewer Liaison
XV.     Police Department Liaison 
XVI.     Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update
XVII. Engineer’s Report

1.)         Update-  IDOT Rt. 178/Teng Streetscape -2nd phase/Project

2.)         Update – Ameren street lights / Neighbor’s Park

3.)         Update- Municipal Well Project 
4.)          Update – entry sign easement – Lafarge

5.)          MFT Road Project in the Village

6.)          Sidewalk Project in the Village

7.)          Donaldson Street – Gravel/ widening

8.)          Update – ADA / businesses
9.)          Chlorinator Permits

10.)         Sewer Televising in the Village

XVIII. Building/Zoning Officer Report

XIX. Attorney’s Report
XX. President’s Report
XXI. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XXII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of closed meetings

XXIII. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session
XXIV. Adjournment
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MINUTES
At 7:00 pm the Committee of the Whole meeting was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Andrew Skoog, Ron Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart and Matt Jereb.  

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the 2-22-11 minutes.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Request:  Emmanuel Limberg re: Water Service / Billing.  Mr. Limberg stated that he was unaware that he was being charged for water for the past 8 months.  When he obtained the meter from the Village Maintenance Department in approx. August 2010, he asked that the water be shut off as no one was living in the property.  The Village was not provided the request it writing as required and regularly begins billing for service once the meter is given to the property owner.  Limberg was aware that the water was not shut off.  The bills that were being sent out were being returned undeliverable because there was no mail receptacle.  The Village was not provided a forwarding address for the bills, so when the account was 2 months past due, the office asked the former maintenance supervisor to shut off the water.  He stated that he could not find the shut off and the water remained on throughout the winter. 

The office continued to send bills to the service address.  Mr. Limberg will now be renting the property and doesn’t feel he should be responsible for the entire cost of 8 months of services; he is willing to pay ½ the cost.  Trustee R. Pawlak reminded the Board that the Village no longer has an appeals process and that the request for shut off was not received in writing, nor was a forwarding address for supplied.

The total cost of the water/sewer account is $341.20.  It was motioned by Trustee R. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to recommend leaving the current balance on the account and require payment in full. 

2 Yes (R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak)


4 No  (Alvarado, Skoog, Stewart, Jereb)


Motion died

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of the reduced amount of $170.60 as required payment; the balance would be credited. 


4 Yes  (Alvarado, Skoog, Stewart, Jereb)


2 No   (R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak)


Motion Carried

MINUTES

Appearance Request:  Extreme Pyrotechnics re: Fireworks Display 7-2-11

Mr. Rob Novak, representing Extreme Pyrotechnics, stated that he would like to see better crowd control enforced at the upcoming 2011 Fireworks Display for safety.  At the 2010 event, there were many people in areas that are deemed too close to a fireworks display.  He originally asked the Village about moving the event to another venue, however, he now feels that if better crowd control is enforced along with moving people back further from the ball field, this would take care of the issue.  Assistant Fire Chief Gary Gbur stated that many times during the 2010 display, Novak had stated that he would not continue the event until something was done about the proximity of people as well as other residents nearby lighting their own fireworks at the same time.    He introduced a ‘map’ showing how far back the barricades would have to be set to allow for a safe distance as required by state laws.  He also asked that crowd control be enforced in these areas.  The Board agreed. 
Appearance Request:  Samantha Brown re: Utica Village Market

Mrs. Brown stated that she had taken the comments from the previous meeting and did further research into location, insurance and market requirements.  The Board was provided a hand out that further described the event.  Clerk Gbur explained that the Municipal Insurance requires that the vendors are insured in order to hold the event on Village property.  Gbur contacted Duncan Insurance who has provided information on a group vendor policy that can be used for such.  The policy would allow 20 vendors and have a $2,000,000 aggregate as required.  The cost of such would be approximately $1,050 for a 6 month policy; May thru October.  The Village also would require a vendor/flea market permit of $40 per Saturday which would generate approx. $900 in revenue.  This would offset the cost of the Village’s participation with funding the Utica Village Market’s Insurance Policy.  The Board agreed and it was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to recommend approval of the cost of the insurance in the amount of $1,050.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado stated that there are approximately 19,950 brochures left for distribution at a cost of $7,363 for 1 more year.   The Board discussed other ways to distribute the remaining brochures at no cost such as giving them to local businesses to put in with shipped items, placing them at visitor’s centers and providing them at the new Utica Village Market.   The Board has agreed that this is a cost effective way to distribute the brochures and will proceed accordingly.






MINUTES

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb stated that he is recommending that the Village appoint Wilcoxson & Associates to perform the 2011 Fiscal Year Audit for the Village.  The Board agreed.

Donation Requests:  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend a donation of $4,000 to the LaSalle County Historical Society toward expenses for the 42nd annual Burgoo being held in October.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend a donation of $205 to the Utica Garden Club toward expenses for the annual Garden Walk being held in June.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend a donation of $25 to the Jimmy D Golf Day.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Clerk’s Report: NONE

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog stated that the ball field at Neighbor’s Park is drying out and they will be putting the home plate in soon.  The Utica Little League is hopeful that they will be receiving a donation of an Outfield Fence.  Mr. Steve Reitgraf is taking care of the Neighbor’s Park field and asked the Board if they could put in dugouts and a parking area if they receive donations for such.  The Board agreed.  Engineer Heitz will meet with Reitgraf and stake out the property for parking areas.  Also discussed was moving the fire hydrant to a better location.  Trustee Skoog then stated that Rosploch has looked at the condition of the ball field at Carey Memorial Park.  The field is looking much better and the grass will start coming up when the weather gets a bit warmer.  Skoog also asked if the maintenance department could look at the key pad on the concession stand and repair before the season begins. 

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee M. Pawlak asked if the sidewalk in front of Bill Keaney’s home could be taken out and removed.  It is broken up and really no one ever uses it so it wouldn’t be a problem to just remove it.  Heitz will take a look at the sidewalk.

Water/Sewer Liaison:  Trustee R. Pawlak stated that we need to get some better locate equipment.  Some of the water shut off’s are extremely hard to locate and in an emergency, we need to know where they are.  The Board agreed.  







Minutes

Trustee Alvarado then stated that she did not receive the most recent Code Red Alert for water main breaks.  Clerk Gbur stated that the maintenance department and the Village office have executed the Code Red Alert in a very timely manner and that training on the system will take place on April 20, 2011 at the Village Hall.

Police Department Liaison:  President Esmond stated that the payment of $2,355 was received for the sale of the 2005 Crown Victoria Squad Car.  The Board has requested that the amount of $2,355 be deposited into the Drug Fund. 

Maintenance Department:  Curt Spayer asked the Board if he could increase the allotment that he received for inventory at the maintenance shop.  He was approved for up to $1,500 for inventory and stocking of additional parts for emergencies, however, the cost of valves is several hundred dollars and he would like to have the ability to stock additional items especially with the current road project going on.  The Board agreed and it was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to recommend an additional allotment of $1,500 for the purchase of inventory for the Maintenance Department.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Trustee Alvarado then asked Curt if he could take care of the following items: 

Open the park restrooms by April 1, 2011 and make sure they are in working order.

Start picking up the trash in the downtown on both Friday afternoons and Monday’s.

Call to have the streets swept.  Engineer Heitz then stated that IDOT may be willing to take care of that.  He will contact them to inquire.

Engineer’s Report:  

IDOT Rt. 178 realignment- they are trying to minimize disruptions to water service, but they are dealing with older infrastructure, and sometimes valves break, etc.  It takes a lot of time to learn the system and Curt is needed in this area to oversee the water lines being installed on behalf of the Village.  Heitz will be submitting some numbers to IDOT for the additional cost before he can contact Teng & Associates regarding the cost and plans for the 2nd phase of the project.

Ameren street lights at Neighbor’s Ball Field- Heitz will complete the paperwork and send in the request.

Municipal Well project- they have taken samples however no results have come in yet.







MINUTES

Entry signs/easements- The Village will be entering into an easement agreement with a property owner on East Rt. 6 for the purpose of placing an entry sign.  No word on the request for an easement for the same with LaFarge. 

MFT road project- Heitz still needs to put together a list of possible streets for the project.

Sidewalk project- Bids will be going out for the project and we should have them in by the April Committee Meeting.

Donaldson Street- the widening of Donaldson St. can possibly be done in April.

ADA- no update

Chlorinator Permits-Village President Esmond and Village Clerk Gbur will be signing the paperwork and Heitz will get it sent in asap.

Sewer televising in the Village- Heitz will be doing a report for the Board.

Village Resident, Keith Degrush stated that the property located directly north has a large pile of rubbish and building materials.  He would like to know what can be done about the issue.  He doesn’t want it burned, however, he would like it cleaned up.  Heitz will contact the property owner to inform him that it needs to be cleaned up.  Building Inspector, Tom Brown stated that the building materials and other rubbish can’t be burned, only the tree brush.  

Trustee Jereb would like a timeline; the Board would like to see it taken care of by May 1, 2011.

Building Inspector:  Brown stated that he is waiting for updated information on a sign located on North 178 near the Utica Fire Department.  It was to be removed, however, the owner of the sign has filed an appeal. 

Attorney’s Report:  Absent

President’s report:  President Esmond spoke about the Mayor’s Round Table meeting that he attended earlier that evening with area officials and Congressman Adam Kinzinger.  He also spoke with Kinzinger about the Village’s grant application for the flood plain/Clark Creek.
General Discussion of Village Affairs:  

Trustee Skoog thanked Spayer and the entire Maintenance Department for their efforts with snow removal during the winter season.  They did a great job.

Trustee M. Pawlak asked if someone could contact AT&T regarding their parking area.  The Village could possibly repair the pot holes with gravel since it is so widely used.  A designated parking area for AT&T employees could also be assigned.  Heitz will contact AT&T.







MINUTES

It was motioned by Trustee M. Jereb, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to enter into Executive Session at 8:50 pm for the purpose of: 

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

All in favor

Motion Carried

At 10:00 pm it was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to reconvene the meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

At 10:00 pm it was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to adjourn the meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

