VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting
March 23, 2010
www.utica-il.gov

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes -  February 23, 2010
V. Appearance Requests:  Joe Sterchen/Elizabeth Fulton re: Contract with AST

                        Gayle Watson re: Possible Petition to Vacate Property



  Tim Carver re:  Grumpee’s Weenie Wagon

VI. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) Utica Garden Club re: Landscaping Village Entry Signs
2.) Utica Garden Club / Garden Walk June 12 & 13, 2010

3.) Wilson Landscaping/Memorial Park – update
VII. Finance Liaison 
VIII. Donation Requests

1.) Kids Fishing Expo – donation request

2.) Jimmy D Golf Day – July 11, 2010-donation request

IX. Clerk’s Report 

X. Water & Sewer Liaison
1.) Discussion/Consideration of water/sewer billing rates/meters

With possible Ordinance Changes/Clarification  

2.) Update – Lincoln St. Pump Station alarm system
XI.    Maintenance Department

1.) Department Update

2.) Update Municipal Well Project
3.) Appearance Jim Vohs

4.) Discussion on Handheld Meter Reader 
XII.    Engineer’s Report
1.) Status Study / Maps Clark Creek Grant Storm Drainage Project
2.) Canal Corridor Dredging  
XIII. Building/Zoning Officer Report

XIV. Attorney’s Report
1.) Recommendations of Planning Commission re:  Changes to Zoning Ordinance

a) Home Occupation Permit

b) Flood Hazard Area Regulations

c) Swimming Pool Permits

d) Demolition Permits

e) Sign Ordinance amendments re: auction, peddler/vendors, sign disposal

f) Residential Occupancy Permit

XV. President’s Report
1.) Fireworks Contract

2.) Utica American Legion – Veterans’ Day Parade – 11-7-10
3.) LaSalle County Tourism Request
XVI. General Discussion of Village Affairs
1.) New Ball Field Construction – Status, Coordination & Completion Schedule

XVII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation
XVIII. Adjournment
The next meeting of the Village Of North Utica, Committee of the Whole, will be held on April 27, 2010




                                
  POSTED 03-19-10

Call to order:  At 7:05 the Committee of the Whole Meeting was called to order by Village President Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Andrew Skoog, Ron 
Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart and Matt Jereb.  Also present were Engineer Heitz, and Zoning Enforcement Officer Brown and Attorney Klein.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the February 23, 2010 minutes.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance of Joe Steichen and Elizabeth Fulton, Illinois Indiana Iowa F.F.C., regarding the Village of North Utica contract with AST – Aquifier Science and Technology. 

Represented by Ms. Melissa Binetti, Attorney for FFC.  

Ms. Binetti addressed the Board regarding the contract with AST for the Well 2 Project.  She cited the Municipal Code and the bidding process, including the bidding requirements for work associated with modifying Well 2.  She stated that work must be competitively bid and it is in the best interest of the Village to Bid the work in order to get the best cost for work being performed.  President Esmond stated that the EPA didn’t allow a lot of time and the super majority of the Board voted.   $1.9 million was the anticipated cost, however, by using the alternative and trying this approach, we will be able to save taxpayers addition cost. 

Binetti stated that with the initial study being done in early 2009, there may have been some time to get competitive bids.  President Esmond again stated that the Village was concerned with fines that could be imposed on the Village if a solution wasn’t provided and sought and that keeping work local has always been very important to the Village.  Trustee Skoog stated that the Village was unaware that Municipal Well is out of Wisconsin.  Aquifier hired Municipal Well; the Village did not directly hire them.  AST is confident that the problem can be resolved, and they are very confident that this approach will work.  President Esmond stated that the Village wants to fix the problem while trying to keep taxes low; the Village is currently the 3rd lowest in the County for taxes.  The EPA just wants it done.  Village Engineer Heitz stated that the Village has a past history of bidding projects.   Ms. Binetti then stated that the FFC had contacted the Village with a FOIA request for the certified payroll records for Municipal Well however they weren’t immediately received.  Attorney Klein stated that the Village doesn’t have a contract with Municipal Well, therefore the materials requested weren’t readily available at the time of the request.  When the Village received them, they were then submitted to the FFC.

Ms. Binetti then asked if the individuals working on the project were licensed in Illinois.  Attorney Klein and Engineer Heitz will check and get an answer.  

In conclusion, Binetti stated that the Village should for all future projects, seek bids, review procurement procedure and make sure all contractors follow the prevailing wage standards and provide certified payroll to the Village.  Engineer Heitz again stated that the Village follows good bidding practices.  The Board thanked Ms. Binetti for her presentation. 

Mr. Joe Steichen then stated that there are local people that would be qualified to do these types of projects.   They would like support from the local communities for future jobs.  An index of Local contractors is available in the Illinois Valley Contractor Directory.  Some are available within an hour or two away. The Board thanked Mr. Steichen.
Appearance by Mr. Gayle Watson regarding the possible vacate of property near his home.  Watson addressed the Board requesting that the Board consider vacating or selling the property to him.  Engineer Heitz stated that the Village was considering the property to run a sewer line through someday.  Mr. Watson stated that he would give the Village an easement and be willing to buy the property.  The Board will discuss and set a price if they want to consider selling the property.

Mr. Tim Carver, Grumpee’s Weenie Wagon, was scheduled to appear regarding a Vendor Permit to do business on the corner of Rt. 6 & 178 however, he was unable to attend.  President Esmond stated that it would be a long term summer Vendor and that the Board might consider referring the item to the Planning Commission.   The Clerk will give the information to the Planning Commission for consideration.  It does not need to be published as it does not affect zoning issues. 

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado stated that the Utica Garden Club would like to landscape the entry signs but would need the dirt leveled and additional black dirt to be able to plant.  Also the Garden Walk will be held on June 12 & 13, 2010 and they are asking the Village to consider providing the wash station and 2 portable restrooms, 1 of them being handicap accessible. The Board will consider.

Also, the Wilson Landscaping Co. has discovered damages to the reservoir tank at the Memorial.  He will try to make some repairs when he is doing the maintenance and asked that if anything needs to be done in the future, to contact him as he is under a contract with a local resident to maintain and winterize the Memorial.  
Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb    No Report 

Donation Requests:  Kids Fishing Expo  - further discussion took place regarding the approved donation.  The flyers were already printed and do not mention the Village of North Utica, however, the handouts on that day will reflect the Village’s participation.  The Board agreed that the Village should still make the $200 donation.

Jimmy D. Golf Outing – It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to recommend to approve the donation of $25 to the Jimmy D. Golf Outing. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Clerk’s Report:  Clerk Laurie Gbur explained to the Board about the upcoming event for the LaSalle County Historical Society.  They would like to hold a wine tasting in the Shelter located at Danny Carey Park on May 8, 2010.  They would like the road near the shelter/park barricaded to allow people to walk freely and they would like to use Gazebo for musicians to play.  They are aware of the insurance requirements, liquor liability and general liability.  It will be on the Board Agenda for Approval at the next meeting.
Water & Sewer Liaison:  Trustee R. Pawlak stated that he is interpreting the rate for sewer as a flat rate only since there are no residential sewer meters.  Attorney Klein stated that further clarification may be needed.  Engineer Heitz stated that many communities that don’t have sewer meters use the same reading for water in/sewer out and bill accordingly.  Trustee R. Pawlak stated that he believes it should remain at a flat rate.

Trustee Pawlak also stated that the alarms on the pump stations etc., could be auto-dial units for approx. $300.

Maintenance Dept.: No Report  Doug Jakse, Public Works Director and Jim Vohs, Certified Operator were unable to attend the meeting.

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz stated that there is not yet a deadline on applications for grants for the Clark Creek Flooding Project.  

FEMA is currently in the process of looking at Floodplain maps.  The Village hasn’t received anything yet.  The Illinois River Flood Plain could raise by approx. 1 foot.

Trustee Alvarado stated that the Business Owners would write letters of support for the project to go along with the grant application; they would like to get out of the Flood Plain.  Trustee Skoog agreed.  

Canal Corridor Dredging Project – no additional information was available.

Sewer Televising Bids will be available at the next meeting.

Building/Zoning Officer Report:  Tom Brown stated that approx. 1 new home construction permit has been issued per month.  
Attorney Report:  Attorney Klein summarized the changes to be considered to the Zoning Ordinance as a result of recommendations being made by the Village Planning Commission.  The changes will be to Home Occupancy Permits / signage, changes to flood hazard regulations, pool permits, demolition permits , auction registration and signs, vendor signs allowed with permits, and sign confiscation and disposal.  Also discussed was a new permit to be considered:  a Residential Home Occupancy Permit which would allow the Building Inspector to walk through a property to see that it is suitable for living, and then giving that permit to the occupants.

Engineer Heitz stated that a disclaimer should be on the permit and that the permit should only attest that the property seems visibly liveable.  These items will be placed on the Board Agenda for Board consideration and approval at the next meeting. 

President’s Report:  President Esmond spoke about the Firework’s contract with Extreme Pyrotechnics.  They are the same professionals the Village has used in the past, however these people have now formed their own company.  The Contract is for $11,500.  The other contract would be with Ace Pyrotechnics for $11,000.  However, the Extreme Contract will also provide 5% additional product.  They are familiar with the Village and have done a great job in the past, and they have worked well with the Fire Department.  It was then motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend for approval the Contract for $11,500 with Extreme Pyrotechnics. 

6 Yes


Motion Carried

President Esmond then stated that the Veteran’s Day Parade is being held on November 7, 2010 is requesting a donation.  The LaSalle County Tourism will match up to $4,000.  The event is now becoming a 2 day event and will have other activities on November 6, 2010 as well.  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend for approval a donation not to exceed the amount of $4,000 to the Utica American Legion for expenses associated with the Veteran’s Day Event.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

The request for a donation for the POW WOW advertising/LaSalle County Tourism was discussed and died for a lack of a motion.

General Discussion of Village Affairs:

Trustee Skoog stated that to get the field ready for Little League, the cost is $85 to rent the tractor to pulverize the dirt.  There are also playground/safety issues with a missing step on the equipment and pea gravel needs to be purchased and put down.  A batting cage net needs to be purchased because the current one has holes in it – cost of $786 / 5 year warranty.  Two signs need to be purchased and put up: no one allowed on field when wet, and no one allowed on field before a game.  
It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend for approval an amount not to exceed $1,500 toward repairs and purchases for the Little League field at Danny Carey Park.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Stewart to adjourn the meeting

at 8:45 pm.


All in Favor


Motion Carried
Respectfully submitted,

____________________

Laurie A. Gbur / Village Clerk

Village of North Utica
