VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 S. Clark St.

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

December 17, 2014
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AGENDA
I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Consideration of Approval of Minutes: 10-16-14;  11-12-14; 11-25-14
V. Financial Statement

1.) November 2014 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) November 2014 Prepaids

2.) November 2014 A/P Bills 
VII. Appearance Request 

VIII. Donations / Advertising Requests 
IX. Governmental Affairs Liaison
X. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XI. Park & Recreation Liaison – Mr. Shawn Zavsza, Consideration and Possible Action re: Field supplies for Parks $1,644
XII. Police Department Liaison
XIII. Building / Zoning Enforcement
XIV. Maintenance Department 
1.)  Update –  Ongoing projects in the Village

2.)  Update -   Well 1 Repairs

3.)  Update -   Lincoln Street Drainage Project 
4.)   Update – Consideration and Possible Recommendation  re: Purchase of an Asphalt Seam Sealer

5.)   Update –  Check Valve - Bray Property
XV. Engineer’s Report

1.) Update -    Illinois River Bridge schedule / Village participation /Sewer Discharge Pipe
2.) Update -    Status Streetscape and Maintenance and completion of such

3.) Update -    Status of Property Flood Assessments; Certified letters to property owners
4.) Update –   Status of Culvert Project / 2803rd Road

5.) Discussion and Possible Action re: Water Project Johnson St.

XVI. Village President’s Report
1.) Discussion and Possible Action re: Updating Village Comprehensive Plan and obtaining proposals for such

XVII. Clerk’s Report 

1.) Consideration and Possible Action re: Village Website Proposal

2.) Consideration and Possible Action re: UFPD 2015 Event Schedule

3.) Consideration and Possible Action re: Winter Wine Walk  2-14-15

4.) Discussion and Possible Action re: Invoice Utica Township for Culvert Replacement 2803rd Rd.  (½ of Invoice Total = $1,013.35)
5.) Consideration and Possible Action re: Purchase of a Printer for the Office $700
XVIII. Finance Liaison

1.) Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance re:  2014 Tax Levy
XIX. Water / Sewer Liaison

1.) Consideration and Possible Action re:  2015 Utility Bill and rates
XX. Attorney’s Report

1.) Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance re: Illinois Valley Enterprise Zone

XXI. Public Comment
XXII. Committee / Trustee Reports
XXIII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees

2.) Pending Litigation  

3.) Purchase/Sale/Lease of Real Property 
XXIV. Consideration and Possible Action to be taken on an Ordinance Approving Sale/Lease  of Village owned Real Estate or the purchase of Property 
XXV. Consideration and Possible Action to be taken regarding Executive Session Discussion including the appointment, employment, compensation, and setting of salaries for specific employees, benefits, amendments to Policy Manual
XXVI. Adjournment    
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MINUTES

At 7:01 pm the meeting was called to Order by Village President Gloria Alvarado who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting was Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Joe Bernardoni, John Schweickert, Kevin Stewart, Ron Pawlak, Matt Jereb and Jim Schrader.  Also present were Village Engineer Kevin Heitz and Village Attorney Herb Klein.  

Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve the Minutes of the 10-16-14 meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to approve the Minutes of the 11-12-14 meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to approve the Minutes of the 11-25-14 meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Financial Statement:  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the November 2014 Financial Statement and Summary.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Approval of Bills:  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the November 2014 Prepaids.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve the November 2014.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Requests: NONE
Donations / Advertising Requests: NONE







MINUTES

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  NONE

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bernardoni stated that the Snow Fence looked good along the north side of Hallet Road.

Park and Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Stewart introduced Shawn Zavsza, Utica Little League President.  Mr. Zavsza requested the approval of the annual (2015) Field Supplies for Carey Memorial and Neighbor’s Park(s) in the amount of $1644.00.  It was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve the field supplies in the amount of $1,644.00.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader spoke about the 2014 Statistics Report prepared by Police Chief Wren.  
Building / Zoning Enforcement:  NONE

Maintenance Department:  In the absence of Public Works Director Spayer, Engineer Heitz provided an update of some items in the department.

Well 1 – Waiting on the IEPA Permit; it is expected after the first of the year.

Bray Check Valve – Trustee Stewart stated that she is still waiting on the estimates for installation of the check valve.  

Mayor Alvarado then asked if dirt can be filled in near the sidewalk repairs and manhole on West Church St.  The Maintenance Department will be asked to fill the area when the weather allows.

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village.

Illinois River Bridge – Engineer Heitz will provide information to IDOT regarding the size of the sewer discharge pipe.







MINUTES

Streetscape – The Streetscape project has not been completed.  IDOT will need to be involved for further enforcement with Copenhaver.

Flood Assessments – The Board agreed that the draft of the letter that will need to be sent to the property owners looks good so Engineer Heitz and Public Works Director Spayer will send the letters via Certified Mail. 
Culvert Project – The boring still needs to be finished to complete the project on 2803rd Rd. 
Johnson St. Water Project – Mayor Alvarado asked the Village Board to consider seeking bids for the Johnson St. Water Project.  The Board agreed that although the Village did not receive a grant for the project, they would like to move forward and seek bids.  It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Stewart to authorize Engineer Heitz to seek bids on the project.  The Bid must contain timelines and hours of operation in addition to the cost. 


6 Yes



Motion Carried

A parcel of property on West Canal St. was also discussed.  Mr. Reed has requested that the area be vacated to him at his cost for all Engineering, Publishing and Legal fees.  This will be published for a Public Hearing prior to an upcoming Board meeting.

President’s Report:  Mayor Alvarado spoke to the board about the Comprehensive Plan.   The Planning Commission 
feels that they would rather have guidance in the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan.  Mayor Alvarado would like to seek companies to make presentations to the Board about updating the Plan.  Planning Commission Member Roy Chapman attended the meeting.  He stated that it would be helpful to have different ideas presented to the Board so that the Planning Commission has a better direction.   Trustee Jereb stated that it would be difficult to go out for bids and presentations without knowing what the Village wants or the directions it wants to go.  It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Schrader to seek proposals from different companies that have ideas for updating the current Village Comprehensive Plan.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Clerk’s Report: 

It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the Winter Wine Walk being held on 2-14-15, subject to paperwork and insurance being on file with the Village.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the 2015 Utica Fire Protection Events as submitted; including reimbursement of ½ of the candy for the Easter and the Santa Parade event(s).

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Discussion was then held about an invoice turned in to the Village regarding the replacement of a culvert on 2803rd Road.  It was questioned by Trustee Jereb why the Village was not informed of the issue with the Culvert prior to replacement and the expenditure to do so.  This is in the jurisdiction of the Village, not the Township so the Village should be looking at culverts and roads and repairs to such.  Engineer Heitz stated that Jerry Carey, Utica Township, did contact him.  At the time, Heitz thought it was an older culvert and that it was probably a good idea to replace it.  When the Township offered to pay for ½ of the installation, Heitz thought that was a good option.  Trustee Bernardoni stated that it was done with good intentions and it saves the Village ½ the cost of the repair.  Mayor Alvarado stated that she did not know about it either and she always notifies Trustees of anything that comes up. It was decided by the Board that Jerry Carey inform the Public Works Director or the Mayor prior to beginning any project in the future.   It was then motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve the expenditure as a 1/2 payment in the amount of $1,013.35 toward the culvert.  (Invoiced by Illinois Valley Excavating)


5 Yes


1 No (Jereb)


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve the purchase of a new printer for the Village office in the amount of $700.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb spoke about the 2014 Tax Levy.  A summary of the Public Hearing held earlier in the evening was given by Trustee Jereb.    The Village will not be raising the tax rate.  The rate will remain the same, giving the Village the ability to reap the additional tax revenue from the increase in the EAV over the past year.  The increase was approximately $3.1 million.  By maintaining the tax rate, the Village can levy a total of $49,404.95.  Mayor Alvarado also stated that Utica has the lowest municipal tax rate in LaSalle County.   It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the 2014 Tax Levy in the amount of $49,404.95.  ORD 2014-26

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Water / Sewer Liaison:  Trustee Pawlak and Village Clerk Laurie Gbur spoke about the Utility Bill.  There was an error at LaSalle County which resulted in a slightly higher tax rate than the Village could have realized in 2013 due to the County omitting some properties, owned by Northern White Sand, from the parcel rolls. This would have increased the Village’s EAV in 2013.  This would have amounted to a total of approximately $3,200 that the Utica taxpayers would have saved on their tax bills payable in 2014.  The error was corrected that the properties were added back into the Village’s tax rolls.  The additional funds would come to the Village however the Board decided to hold the 2015 garbage increase of .50 per household as a way of giving a credit back to property owners.  The Village will absorb the cost of the increase in garbage pick-up for the 2015 calendar year.  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to hold the 2015 garbage increase from the Utility bills.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Attorney’s Report:  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the Illinois Valley Enterprise Zone.  They are seeking to reapply for 15 years; there are no changes to the map.  ORD 2014-27


6 Yes


Motion Carried

President Alvarado then read a resignation letter submitted by Planning Commission Member Andy Skoog.  The Village Board thanked Mr. Skoog for the time he served on the Village Board, the Planning Commission and for his contributions as a business owner and resident of the community. His resignation letter was accepted with regret.







MINUTES

Public Comment:  NONE

Committee / Trustee Reports: Trustee Jereb asked about security cameras for the park.  Chief Wren is looking into the cost of such and will bring forth at an upcoming meeting.

Executive Session:  It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to enter Executive Session at 8:10 pm for the purpose of: 





 
1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees

2.) Pending Litigation  

3.) Purchase/Sale/Lease of Real Property 

All in favor

Motion Carried

Reconvene:  At 8:55 pm the meeting was reconvened.  Motion by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Pawlak.

Adjournment:  At 8:55 pm the meeting was adjourned.  Motion by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Pawlak. 

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

