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  801 S. Clark St.
North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
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AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Consideration of Approval of Minutes

V. Financial Statement

1.) Nov 2013 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) Nov 2013 Prepaids

2.) Nov 2013 A/P Bills
a) Advanced Asphalt

b) Universal Asphalt

c) Pinter Construction

VII. Finance Liaison

1.) Consideration and Possible Approval re: 2013 Tax Levy 
VIII. Donations / Advertising Requests

IX. Clerk’s Report

                   1.)  Consideration / Possible Approval of Utica Little League fundraiser 3-15-14 at      Rt. 6 and Rt. 178     9 – 1 pm

X. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison

XI. Park & Recreation Liaison

1.) Update- Construction of Neighbor’s Park Concession Stand
XII. Water / Sewer Liaison

XIII. Police Department Liaison

XIV. Building / Zoning Enforcement

XV. Maintenance Department

1.) Update and Assessment
2.) Discussion and consideration / Possible Action re: Equipment / Storage 

XVI. Engineer’s Report

1.) Update – Flood Assessments
2.) Update – Streetscape

3.) Update - local Businesses need for compliance with ADA
XVII. Village President’s Report 
XVIII. Attorney’s Report
XIX. Public Comment

XX. Old Business / New Business
XXI. Committee / Trustee Reports

XXII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees

2.) Pending Litigation  

3.) Purchase/Sale/Lease of Real Property 

XXIII. Consideration of Possible Action to be taken regarding Executive Session Discussion

XXIV. Adjournment 
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MINUTES

At 7:03 pm the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to Order by Village President Gloria Alvarado who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Alvarado, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Joe Bernardoni, John Schweickert, Kevin Stewart, Ron Pawlak, Matt Jereb and Jim Schrader.  Also present was Village Engineer Kevin Heitz.  Village Attorney Herb Klein arrived at approx. 8:00 pm.

Approval of Minutes:   It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the Minutes of the 11-13-13 meeting.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Financial Statement:  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the November 2013 Financial Statement and Summary.  


6 Yes

 
Motion Carried
Approval of Bills:    It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the November 2013 Prepaids.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve the November 2013 A/P Bills.

6 Yes

Motion Carried


NOTE:   The following Invoices were discussed and approved separately:

a. Pinter Construction – it was decided that $5,000 would be held out until final completion of the project / Concession Stand at Neighbor’s Park.  It was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the payment to Pinter Construction of $69,098; a balance of $5,000 will remain.                                        6 Yes ; Motion Carried
MINUTES

b. Universal Asphalt – It was decided that the Village would release the entire payment in the amount of $107,093.43.  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to make payment to Universal Asphalt in the amount of $107,093.43 for the Culvert Project which has also been submitted for FEMA reimbursement.                                                                                         6 Yes ; Motion Carried       
c. Advanced Asphalt – It was decided that the Village would release the remaining balance in the amount of $89,984.74.   It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to make 
a payment in the amount of $89,984.74 for the completion of the 2013 Non-MFT Road Project.                                                                   6 Yes; Motion Carried
Finance Liaison:  Trustee Matt Jereb spoke about the Tax Levy and discussed the options with the Village Board.  The Board had discussed at the November Board Meeting to raise the Tax Levy amount within the allowed 5% therefore a Truth in Taxation Public Hearing is not necessary.  The levied amount will be $44,839 which is slightly more than the previous Levy amount of $42,700.   The tax rate will be .14798 which is reduced from the previous year of .19488; therefore the tax rate in the Village will be reduced.

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the Tax Levy Ord 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Donation / Advertising Requests:  None

Clerk’s Report:  There was a request by Utica Little League to hold a tag day at the intersection of Rt. 6 and Rt. 178 on 3-15-14 from 9 am – 1 pm.  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the request.  


6 Yes

Motion Carried







MINUTES

 Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bernardoni asked what could be done to address the issues with the train crossing(s).  They are constantly blocking the road to traffic a lot of times and the length of time is becoming increasing longer.  Engineer Heitz explained that the Village does not have jurisdiction over the Railroad Crossing.  He suggested that a meeting be held with Unimin to begin to address the issue with regard to their own use of the rail for their product and how that may be affecting the traffic.   Mr. Bill Fry then asked the Mayor if he could read a letter that he received from the railroad addressing his own complaints on the same subject.
He stated that he tried the phone numbers that he was provided which did not help in any way and then he emailed a letter to the railroad directly.  He read their response to the Board.  With no resolution of the issues, the Board decided that a good starting point would be a meeting with Unimin Plant Manager Bill McTee.   Engineer Heitz will set up a meeting.

Park & Rec Liaison:  Trustee Stewart asked Engineer Heitz about the possibility of using air hand dryers in the restrooms of the new concession stand at Neighbor’s Park.  Heitz stated that the building was not wired for that.
Water / Sewer Liaison:  None

Police Department: None

Building / Zoning Enforcement Liaison:  None

Maintenance Department:  Public Works Director, Curt Spayer spoke to the Board about the possible purchase of a used 2004 John Deere back hoe.  It would cost approximately $30,000 - $35,000.    A new back hoe would cost approximately $90,000.  A back hoe is an essential piece of equipment especially since the department has been cleaning up so many recently.    Spayer also spoke about the possible purchase of another building for the Department.  This building is located directly east of the current Maintenance Shop.  It would cost approximately $250,000 however the property owner would split the payment and $125,000 would be due in 2014 and 2015 respectively.   Spayer stated that the building is located outside of the flood plain and the storage and uses for that building would be a way for the department to grow without having to put up another building.  The Southern building on Rt. 178 is already full but the building and its’ associated property are a good thing in the event that the Sewer plant would need extra land in the future.   After some discussion among the Board, it was decided that the items would be on the January Agenda for further discussion.  






MINUTES

Engineer’s Report:  Village Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village.

Flood Assessments -   Heitz will speak with property owners after January to inform them of their property assessment after the flood and about the possibility of elevation of their homes. 
Mayor Alvarado asked that Engineer Heitz contact Paul Osland about our flood assessments to determine if they need to be submitted to him as well as if anything else is needed.  
Streetscape – The fencing is up now.  There are plants that will be planted in the spring.  There is some electric that isn’t working in the pocket parks and they are aware of this and working on the issue.  

ADA – There was a meeting with Mayor Alvarado, Attorney Klein, Engineer Heitz and Vicky Simpson; Attorney General’s Office regarding ADA and the local businesses need for compliance.  Some of the businesses have already addressed their issues but there are some on Mill St. that will also require the input of the Village as they will need to impact Village Streets / sidewalks to become compliant.  There is a possibility that two of the businesses can put up and share a ramp between them.    For Example, a joint ramp could be used by the Bank and August Hill Winery and by the Bow Wow Boutique and Canal Port.  
Mayor Alvarado also stated that there is a tax credit of up the $12,000 per year for these improvements.  After January 1st Engineer Heitz will, speak to the business property owners.  

President’s Report – None

Attorney’s Report – None

Public Comment – Mrs. Mary Small, 3327 E. 7th Rd., President of the LaSalle County Historical Society, asked to speak to the Board about the Petition of the newly proposed sand mine.  Mayor Alvarado informed her that her comments would not be part of the Public Hearing because she would have to come to the meeting in January to be included.  She began by speaking about the Historical Society and its’ history.  She also spoke about the additional revenue they brought into the Village through their Burgoo event as well as their property purchase of the former elevator buildings along with the associated upgrades of them.  She stated that the Historical Society is opposed to the sand mine and asked that the Village Board think about their decision and its’ effect on the entire community.  
Public Comment – Mr. Michael Roebuck, Utica Fire Department Trustee, presented a list of events for 2014 for the Board to Consider.  This will be on the January Board Agenda for Board approval. 







MINUTES

At 7:57 pm it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to enter Executive Session for the purpose of:  
1.) Pending Litigation  

2.) Purchase/Sale/Lease of Real Property

All in Favor

Motion Carried

At 8:10 pm it was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded By Trustee Pawlak to reconvene the meeting.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Trustee Stewart then asked about the possibility of other grants available to make improvements to the water system on Johnson and Washington St.   Mayor Alvarado stated that there will be a meeting after the Holidays to look into other alternatives.  She will notify Trustee Stewart so that he can attend.  
Adjournment:  With no additional business, it was motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Schrader to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk
