VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 S. Clark St.
North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

August 14, 2013

www.utica-il.gov







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes  07-10-13
V. Financial Statement

1.) July 2013 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) July 2013 Prepaids

2.) July 2013 A/P Bills
VII. Finance Liaison  
1.) Possible Action to approve Treasurer’s Report fiscal yr end 3-31-13   
VIII. Donations & Advertising 
1.) Operation Promise

2.) Utica Special Events Donation $1,000

3.) NCICG Golf Outing 9-13-13
IX. Appearance Request:  Mr. Andy Skoog re: Taste of Utica Wrestling event donation request
X. Appearance Request:  Mr. Thomas Dempsey regarding a Berm along his property located at 1083 2803rd Rd.  
XI. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
1.) Canal Connection 11-3-13  
XII. Clerk’s Report 
1.) Tag Day YMCA Dolphin Swim Team  Rt.6 / Rt. 178  9-28-13  9 am – 2 pm

2.) LP Choir fundraiser /raise money to perform at Carnegie Hall  Rt. 6 / Rt. 178 
XIII. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
1.) Discussion regarding Honorary Street renamed in the Village
XIV. Police Department Liaison
XV. Water & Sewer Liaison
1.) Consideration/possible action re: mowing and Utility charges at a Division St. Residence

2.) Possible Action re: Purchase of residential water meters

a) Quantity -100 meters per order
XVI. Park & Recreation Liaison
1.) Update – Construction of Park Concession Stand Neighbor’s Park
XVII. Building / Zoning Officer
1.) Update- Flood Damage Assessments / schedule
XVIII. Maintenance 
1.) Update and Department Assessment

2.) Update – Ridgeview Subdivision Curb/water run off

3.) Possible Purchase of Equipment
XIX. Engineer’s Report

1.) Update – Businesses / ADA requirements

2.) Update – Status of Well 2

3.) Update -  Status of Culvert on 777th road and consideration of Possible Award of bid regarding repairs and / or replacement of such
4.) Update – drainage IL. River Winery property

5.) Update – Schedule of 2013 Non-MFT Road Project

6.) Update – 2013 Streetscape schedule
XX. Attorney’s Report
1.) Consideration/Possible Action re: Amendment to the Animal Control Ordinance re: Chickens / Laying Hens

2.) Consideration of referral to Planning Commission: possible amendment to Zoning Ordinance regarding Pools / Fences

XXI. President’s Report

XXII. Public Comment
XXIII. Old Business/New Business
XXIV. Committee/Trustee’s Report
XXV. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase or sale of real estate
XXVI. Possible Action Regarding Executive Session Discussion 
XXVII. Consideration / possible action regarding Purchase of Property

XXVIII. Adjournment   







 Revised 08-12-13
MINUTES

At 7:06 pm the meeting was called to Order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and attendance was taken by the Clerk.  Present at the meeting were President Fred Esmond, Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Joe Bernardoni, Gloria Alvarado, Kevin Stewart, Ron Pawlak, Matt Jereb and Jim Schrader.  Also present were Village Attorney Herb Klein and Village Engineer Kevin Heitz. 

Approval of Minutes:   It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the Minutes of the 7-10-13 meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Financial Statement:  It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the July 2013 Financial statement as presented.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Approval of Bills:   It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the July 2013 Prepaid bills.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to approve the July 2013 A/P Bills.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the Treasurer’s Report for fiscal year ending 3-31-13.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES


Donations:  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to Table the item regarding a donation toward Operation Promise until the next Committee Meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to approve a donation to NCICG for their annual Golf Outing being held on 9-13-13 in the amount of $50.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Request:   Andy Skoog, representing Utica Business Association, requested an additional donation toward the Wrestling event that will be held during Taste of Utica.  Trustee Jereb asked if this donation is additional to the already approved donation of up to $1,500.  Skoog stated that donation will be used toward advertising and set up fees; a donation toward the Wrestling event would be separate.  After some discussion about the event, it was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve a donation toward the Wrestling event taking place during Taste of Utica on 8-24-13 in the amount of $1,300.


6 Yes


Motion Carried 

Appearance Request:  Mr. Thomas Dempsey, 1083 2803rd Rd., spoke to the Board about his request for a 30ft berm near his property.  He stated that he turned in signed Petitions from his neighbors and would now like a timeline for completion.  Attorney Klein stated that the Sand Company is not ready to move forward with the project yet.  Dempsey stated that at the 12-20-11 Public Hearing, he presented Mr. Fry of the Planning Commission, with a photo of his property.  He also stated that Mr. Goode, Chamlin & Assoc. also recognized the home during the Public Hearing and that Mr. Dempsey’s home was directly mentioned at that time as a possible 30ft berm due to the line of sight over the top of equipment.  
Mr. Dempsey also typed items including quoted remarks from the Public Hearing and presented them to Attorney Klein.  He asked Attorney Klein for answers.   Engineer Heitz then stated that the Sand Company has been trying to resolve Village and / or resident issues in a timely manner whenever possible.  A question regarding mowing along 2803rd road was brought to the Village Clerk a few days prior and she immediately forwarded the question to Engineer Heitz who contacted Illinois Sand Co.  They immediately contacted the property owner and resolved the issue to the best of their ability. 

Engineer Heitz then stated that the corn in the area stands approximately 7 ft. tall thus already blocking the view of the property;  a 15ft berm may accomplish the issue just fine.






MINUTES

Dempsey stated that he wants a 30ft berm and the Village has to request it for him before it will be considered by Illinois Sand Co.  Dempsey again asked for a timeline.
Attorney Klein stated that he can’t speak about the case due to the lawsuit filed against the Village and he recommended to the Board that they move on with the Agenda.

Governmental Affairs Liaison:   The motion was made by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the Canal Connection Event being held on 11-3-13.  This should not interfere with the Veteran’s Day parade.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Clerk’s Report:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve a Tag Day for Illinois Valley YMCA Dolphin Swim team on 9-28-13 at Rt. 6 & Rt. 178.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve a Tag Day for LP choir who are fundraising for a trip for students to play and Carnegie Hall 9-07-13 at Rt. 6 & Rt. 178.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve that Mill St. receive an Honorary name which will be ‘Fred Esmond Avenue’, for all he has done to grow and improve the community.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Police Department Liaison:  An incident report was provided for the Board by Police chief Mark Wren.

Water & Sewer Liaison:   Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Alvarado made the motion to approve the purchase of 100 water meters from Water Products at a cost not to exceed $20,500.  Spayer will work on an installation schedule and the Board will be provided an update at the meetings.  


4 Yes (Bernardoni, Alvarado, Stewart, Pawlak)


2 No  ( Jereb, Schrader )







MINUTES

A resident’s dispute regarding his Utility Bill was discussed by the Board.  The property was cited for tall grass in May 2013 and the property owner stated that the Village Maintenance Department had contact him, however he doesn’t not feel he was given sufficient time to get someone to do it.  He also stated that he feels $400 is too steep.  He was charged for 1 cut per home on the property, but he was charged $400 because there are 2 lots that require mowing.  Chief Wren stated that the nuisance needed to be abated; if you don’t charge enough, people won’t mind letting their grass and weeds grow and then just expect the Village to take care of it.  The cost is meant as a deterrent.  Trustee Stewart suggested that the amount be put in the Ordinance so there are no questions in the future.  The Board discussed the issue further and decided that the Utility bill will stand and payment in full will be required. 
Maintenance Department:   Spayer stated that Holland’s was selling some equipment and he would like to purchase for the Maintenance Department.  The total amount is $38,000 which includes a mini-excavator, bucket lift truck, roller and tilt trailer.   The equipment is used however anything else used or new would be much more costly.  The hours on the equipment are lower too and we have been renting the equipment for the past several years.  Trustee Schrader stated that it is a good investment for the department.  Trustee Pawlak asked about getting a back hoe and Spayer stated that he would definitely like to purchase one down the road but the cost would be substantially higher;  approximately $50,000 - $60,000.

It was then motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schrader to purchase the equipment from Holland’s in an amount not to exceed $38,000.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Engineer’s Report:   Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village.

ADA – When the flood assessments are completed, Tim Harris, Chamlin & Assoc. will look at the ADA requirements with Curt and provide further information to the Board.

2013 Non-MFT Road Project – The project has begun and they are doing a good job.  We are still hoping that they will consider patching the large area on Rt. 178 that was the result of an earlier water main break. 

Streetscape –The planting may begin in the next few weeks and continue throughout November.  There are some plants that will need to be planted in the spring but the majority of the project should be completed this year before the winter season.







MINUTES

The Bids also came in for the culvert replacement on 777th road. 
Bids are as follows:

Universal Asphalt - $103,450.85

LOW BIDDER

JBR Earthscapes     - $132,780.50
C&H Excavating     - $137,538.49

It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to award the contract to 

Universal Asphalt & Excavating in the amount of $103,850.85


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Attorney’s Report:  Attorney Klein provided some additional information for the Board to review the item regarding allowing chickens / laying hens in residential areas in the Village.

The Board will review the information and discuss this further at the Committee Meeting on 

8-27-13.
The item regarding Pools / Fences was discussed briefly.  This item would need to be sent to the Planning Commission for further review however the Building Inspector and Attorney Klein have worked together to assess the properties that remain not in compliance since 2010 and provide them with a written timeline for completion before they are cited.  The Board agreed with this direction. 
President’s Report:  President Esmond stated that the Movie in the Park was a nice event and many people attended.  He also stated that he meets many people that know where Utica is and they like coming here.  They know about the new road and like the community.

He also asked that the Village give a gift certificate in the amount of $100 to Mr. Leo Doerr for watering all of the planters.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to approve the request.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Public Comment:  Mr. Lisle Elsbury, representing the Taste of Utica Event, asked if the Board would reconsider the time that they could reopen the road after the event.  They would like to open the road after noon on 8-25-13 so the rental company can come and disassemble the tent.  The Board stated that this affects the other businesses located in that area so they would like the road opened as previously discussed, at 1 am on 8-24-13.  

Mr. Don Robey asked about a cedar tree hanging over the street near Woodland Avenue.  Spayer will go and look at the tree.  Robey stated that you can’t see if there are any kids near there and it needs to be taken down. 

Mr. Elsbury then asked about keeping his dumpster near the gazebo and making a different parking space into an accessible space.   This will be discussed further at the next Committee Meeting. 

Mr. Phil Gassman stated that his mowing issues had begun to be resolved but he still feels that there are ‘nuisances’ in the area that the Village should be dealing with.  The property that Illinois Sand Co. owns should be maintained.  

Discussion was also held regarding the condition of 2803rd road.  Engineer Heitz stated that the Village is currently participating in a road project with the Township.  The County is overseeing the project and it is their responsibility to notify residents.

Executive Session:  
At 8:47 pm it was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to enter Executive Session for the purpose of:  

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase or sale of real estate

All in Favor

Motion Carried







MINUTES

At 8:56 pm it was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to reconvene the meeting.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Adjournment:  With no additional business, at 9:00 pm it was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to adjourn the meeting.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

