VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

December 14, 2011 at 7:00 pm

www.utica-il.gov







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes- 11-08-11
V. Financial Statement

1.) November 2011 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) November 2011 Prepaids

2.) November 2011 A/P Bills
VII. Finance Liaison       

1.) Approval of 2011 Tax Levy
VIII. Donations & Advertising 
IX. Treasurer:  Re: Discussion of Direct Deposit for Utility payments / Payroll 
X. Appearance Request:  Consideration of Municipal Energy Aggregation Ordinance
XI. Appearance Request: Lisle Elsbury
1.) Consideration of Ordinance approving easement for property located at Mill St. – Two Wise Fools, LLC
XII. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
1.) Consideration of approval /Green Fete’ Festival 2012
2.) Discussion regarding Vendor Permits

3.) Consideration of a Mural downtown in the Village and associated cost

XIII. Clerk’s Report 
1.) Renewal of Employee Insurance Policy / Humana
XIV. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
1.) Approval of purchase of Way finding signs for Rt. 178 as discussed

2.) IDOT road inspection for jurisdictional transfer of portions of Rt. 178  
XV. Police Department Liaison
XVI. Water & Sewer Liaison
XVII. Park & Recreation Liaison
1.) Approval of Park lighting for night games
XVIII. Building / Zoning Officer 
XIX. Maintenance 
1.) Assessment and Update
2.) Estimates for and consideration of purchase of a Maintenance Truck
3.) Estimates for and consideration of installations of door on salt storage bldg.

XX. Engineer’s Report
1.) Update –Streetscape Project 

a.) Discussion re: Phase 2 Streetscape costs

b.) proposed designs & plans
                   2.)      Update- Well 2 Project       
                   3.)     Update – Illinois Valley Excavating / Sewer Televising - Report 
a.) Hallet Road water runoff

4.)    Update-- Rothrock sewer hook up / Senica sewer hook up
5.)    Update-Windy/Adams water run off 
XVIV.            President’s Report 
XXI.             Attorney’s Report
1.) "Ordinances abating the $850,000 G.O. Bond (Alternate Revenue), Series 2000 bond and the $415,000 Refunding Bond, Series 2011".
XXI.    
  Public Comment

XXII.              Old Business/New Business

XXIII.             Committee/Trustee Reports

XXIV.          Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purpose of sale or purchase of Real Estate

4.) Review of Closed Session Minutes

XXV. Possible Action regarding Executive Session including Employees, Officers & Policies

XXVI. Possible release of Closed Session Minutes

XXVII. Adjournment






REVISED 12-11-11
MINUTES

At 7:05 pm the meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.  Also Present at the meeting were Attorney Herb Klein and Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the Minutes of the 11-09-11 Meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Approval of Financial Statement:  It was motioned By Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the November 2011 Financial Statement.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Approval of Bills:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the November 2011 Prepaids.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the November 2011 A/P Bills.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb spoke about the 2011 Tax Levy; Jereb recommended that the Village remain with the same tax rate of .2047 for a Levy amount of $44,000 and the Board agreed. It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the 2011 Tax Levy.  Ordinance 2011-29


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Treasurer’s Report:  Village Treasurer Jamie Turczyn spoke to the Board about the advantages of implementing a Direct Deposit/Direct Debit program in the Village’s Accounting System.  

The advantages of doing so would be a time savings in the processing of utility payments, customers would be able to make payments from out of town; employees would be able to receive their pay via Direct Deposit, thus eliminating cost of paper/ink and making the transaction immediate.  The Village would like to consider implementing the program by April 1, 2012 with the beginning of the next Fiscal Year.  There would be some cost involved:  Up to $600 ($150 per hour; 4 hours Maximum) to implement the program with MSI software; $20 per month to LaSalle State Bank in fees.  After some discussion, it was decided to revisit the topic at the January Committee of the Whole Meeting.

Appearance Request:  Mr. Mike Sparrow, Progressive Energy spoke to the Board again about the Municipal Energy Aggregation.  If the Board agreed to place the item on the March 20, 2012 Ballot, an Ordinance for such would have to be adopted and filed with the County prior to January 3, 2012.  At that time the item would be placed on the Ballot as a referendum.  If it passes, then it would go out for quotes; then back to the Village Board to approve the lowest rate acceptable.  There is an opt out for residents who don’t want to participate in the program. Two Public Hearings would be scheduled to make the residents aware of the program and its advantages and the possible opt out that they can consider.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve Ordinance 2011-30 to place the Municipal Energy Aggregation on the March 20, 2012 Ballot.   

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Request:  Mr. Lisle Elsbury, Two Wise Fools, LLC was absent. It was then motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to table the matter of consideration of an Ordinance for an Easement for Two Wise Fools, LLC.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado stated that Mr. Gerard Beach was still interested in obtaining approval of the Green Fete’ Festival for 2012.  However, it was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to table the item.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Trustee Alvarado then spoke about changes that she would like to see addressed in the Vendor’s Permit regarding clean-up and signage violations.  Attorney Klein will review and the item will be discussed further at the January Board Meeting.

Trustee Alvarado then stated that she has not received any additional information regarding the Mural that would be on the north side of the Towpath Collectibles building.  
Clerk’s Report:  Clerk Gbur spoke to the Board about the renewal of the health insurance plan for full time employees.  The plan also includes a $25,000 life insurance policy for each full time employee at no additional cost.  The premium for 2012 will be $1,284.02 which is a cost savings of approx. 2.35% from 2011.  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the 2012 renewal with Humana Insurance.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Street, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bimm spoke about the 18 Way Finding Signs along Rt. 178.  The Clerk has completed the letter to IDOT, the map outlining the placement of signs and will send out the information for approval.  It was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the commitment to purchase the signs at a proposed cost of $12,387 if they are approved by IDOT for placement and Maintenance by the Village. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Discussion was then held regarding the jurisdictional transfer of portions of Rt. 178.  It was determined that President Esmond would sign the letter approving the jurisdictional transfer of these portions of the road.  It was motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the jurisdictional transfer.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader stated that Starved Rock Runners had made a donation to Utica Police Department in the amount of $150.  Also, Chief Wren is still awaiting the arrival of the radar trailer.  It may be an additional 4-6 weeks due to a faulty computer.  







MINUTES

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog stated that the Utica Little League is waiting for the completion of the Inspection of lights at the Ball field.  Engineer Heitz stated that an electrician would have to be contacted to perform the inspection.  He will take care of hiring someone qualified to complete the inspection immediately.  The Board agreed.

Maintenance Department:  Public Works Director, Curt Spayer provided estimates on the previously considered purchase of a new maintenance truck.  The cost without the trade in of the current truck would be $55,409; the cost with the trade in would be $45,109.  It was motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the purchase of the Dodge 3500 with the snow plow package and utility box at a cost not to exceed $45,109.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

The estimate to install a door on the salt storage building is $1,500 from Alpha Construction who put the roof on the building.  It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the estimate of $1,500 from Alpha Construction.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Spayer also stated that the liquid chlorine was injected into the system last week and the phosphate process would begin soon.

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village.

MFT/Non-MFT- There was an overage in the cost of the Non-MFT project of approx. $26,000 due to the additional paving on Donaldson St., curbing in Oak Bluff Estates to address a water runoff issue, and the additional paving in the At&T parking lot to address drainage issues.

A resolution will be on the Agenda for the January 11, 2012 Board Meeting to consider approval of the overages.  

President’s Report: President Esmond stated that Rt. 178 looks great and the contractor did a great job.  

Attorney’s Report:  Attorney Klein stated that an Ordinance would need to be considered for approval for the Bond Abatement of $103,226.67 on the $415,000 Refunding Bond, Series 2011.  Previously the 2011-27 Ordinance was approved however incorrect information was provided by 1st Midstate.  The new Ordinance would approve the Bond Abatement of the correct amount and series and would automatically rescind the previous Ordinance 2011-27. 






MINUTES

 It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Jereb to approve Ordinance 2011-31 for the 2011 Bond Abatement of $103,226.67 for the $415,000 Series 2011 Refunding Bond.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Attorney Klein then stated that he is working on the completion of information for Sterling Codifiers so that the codification of the Village’s Ordinance can be completed.  

Public Comment:  

Ms. Kayla Crowther of 2803rd Road, Utica, stated that she would like to comment on the upcoming meeting for the Petition of annexation of property by Illinois Sand Company.  Her property is located near the proposed sand mine.  She stated that she, and other property owners, feel that this would be a liability in their front yards.  She stated that issues of reclaiming the land, air quality, property values, well damage and issues, pollution and water quality and drainage or lack thereof into ponds are all concerns.  The property owners had not been contacted by Illinois Sand yet.  

President Esmond stated that she could attend the Public Hearing on December 20, 2011 to present her evidence in the matter.  

Ms. Crowther stated that it seems that the Village is rushing through the hearing by having all of the meetings in one night.  

Attorney Klein stated that in the past the Village has had all required meetings in one night and that it is not uncommon.  The Board or the Planning Commission can choose to ask for more time to consider, but holding the meetings in one night is not uncommon.  

Trustee Reports:  
Trustee Bimm – NONE

Trustee Jereb – NONE

Trustee Schrader- NONE

Trustee Alvarado-NONE
Trustee Skoog- stated that the Mardi Gras Parade will be held on 2-18-12 and the St. Pat’s Day Parade will be held on 3-10-12. This will be on the next Agenda for approval of road closures and possible donations.
Trustee Pawlak- NONE  







MINUTES

Adjournment:  With no additional business, it was motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

