VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

April 13, 2011

www.utica-il.gov

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes- 03-09-11
V. Financial Statement

1.) March 2011 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) March 2011 Prepaids

2.) March 2011 2010 A/P
VII. Finance Liaison  

1.) Appointment: Auditor Fiscal yr 2011
VIII. Donations

1.) Kids Fishing Expo – May 21, 2011 & June 11, 2011

2.) Utica Garden Club Garden Walk – June 11-12,2011  $205

3.) LaSalle County Historical Society – 42nd Burgoo $4,000

4.) Jimmy D Golf Outing - $25
IX. Appearance Request:  IDOT representatives re: update on Rt. 178 Realignment project
X. Appearance Request:  Progressive Energy Group re: Electric Cost Reduction
XI. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
1.) CTM Brochure Distribution

2.) NCICG Economic Development Summit- May 11, 2011  $30
3.) Utica Village Market / Insurance - $1,050

4.) Crime Stoppers 
XII. Clerk’s Report
1.) Billboard sign estimates
XIII. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XIV. Police Department Liaison

1.) Motion to approve Revenue for Sale of Squad Car be deposited into Drug Fund
XV. Water & Sewer Liaison
1.) Limberg - 339 Cassidy Ct.    re: water service & billing
2.) Pawlak  -  227 E. Church St. re: tap into water main 
XVI. Park & Recreation Liaison
XVII. Maintenance 
1.) Assessment and Update
2.) Approval of additional $1,500 for Maintenance Department Inventory of Parts for Water / Sewer

XVIII. Engineer’s Report
1.)         Update - Clark Creek Grant Application 
2.)         Update – IDOT Rt. 178/Teng Streetscape Project – cost re: phase #2
3.)         Update - Neighbor’s Park

a.) Parking area

b.) Ameren Street Lights

c.) Relocate of fire hydrant

4.)          Update- Municipal Well Project 
5.)          Update – entry sign easements
6.)          Update – Rothrock Boring
7.)          Update – Canal Corridor Dredging project

8.)          Update-   Gravel / Donaldson Street- widening
9.)          Update –  Sidewalk Project & Keeney Sidewalk

10.)         Update – MFT road project 

11.)         Update – Utilities Easement

12.)         Update – Illinois Valley Excavating / Sewer Televising
13.)         Update – AT & T Parking area

II. President’s Report 
1.)  various Newspaper & Radio Ads

2.) Illinois River Road Scenic Byway sponsorship - $1,000

III. Public Comment
IV. Old Business
V. New Business
VI. Committee/Trustee’s Report
VII. Attorney’s Report
1.) Consideration of Ordinance for Part Time Police Officers
VIII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of closed meetings
IX. Possible Action Regarding Executive Session Discussion Regarding Employees/Officers/Policies Including Hiring/Establishment of Salary
X. Possible release of Closed Session Minutes

XI. Adjournment





Posted 04-08-11






MINUTES

At 7:10 pm the meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Andrew Skoog, Ron Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart and Matt Jereb.  Also present were Village Engineer Kevin Heitz and Village Attorney Herb Klein.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2011 meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Financial Statement:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the March 2011 Financial Statement.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Prepaids:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the March 2011 Prepaids.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

A/P Bills:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the March 2011 A/P Bills.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the appointment by Village President Esmond of the Auditor for the Fiscal year ending 3-31-11 as Wilcoxson & Associates.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Donations:  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve a donation to Kids Fishing Expo for 2011 in the amount of $200

6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the following donations be made:

1.) Utica Garden Club Garden Walk – June 11-12,2011  $205

2.) LaSalle County Historical Society – 42nd Burgoo $4,000

3.) Jimmy D Golf Outing - $25

6 Yes

Motion Carried

Appearance Request:  IDOT representatives, Herb Jung and Julia Messina attended the meeting to provide an update to the Village on the progress of the Rt. 178 realignment.  They also provided a document with a timeline for the phases of the project.  Jung stated that the project is coming along very well and although there were a few issues with water when the main lines were tapped into, the Village did a great job working through them.  Sometimes things like this are unforeseen in a project.  Everyone is doing their best to minimize any disruptions.  President Esmond thanked Jung and Messina for providing the update.  The documents outlining the timelines will be available at the Village Hall.

Appearance Request:  Progressive Energy Group representative, Mike Sparrow, attended the meeting to speak about the possibility of a cost savings in electric for the Village.  The group had done an audit and determined that Blue Star Energy would be a recommended option to lower the cost for approximately a 2 year time period.  The savings would be approx. $10,000 each year for 2 years.  Attorney Klein reminded Sparrow that the Village is currently in a franchise agreement, and depending on the terms of the agreement, the Village may not be able to make the change.  Sparrow stated that when the audit was completed, they would have recognized a franchise agreement.  The Board asked Attorney Klein to review the terms of such agreement.  It was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak seconded by Trustee Jereb to approve the change from Ameren to Blue Star Energy, as recommended by the Progressive Energy Group, subject to the terms of the Village’s current Franchise agreement.  

6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado stated that CTM Brochures had sent another proposal for brochure distribution along with various options of coverage and cost.  They ranged from approx. $3,500- $5,000 and would cover areas of Interstate 80, 88 and several hotels along those routes.  It was decided by the Board to distribute them to local visitor centers, businesses and the new Utica Village Market and its’ vendors.  
Trustee Alvarado then spoke about the upcoming NCICG Summit being held on May 11 at Celebrations.  The cost is $30 per person and registration is required. Anyone planning to attend the summit should let the Village Clerk know so that registration and payment can be sent in.

Trustee Alvarado then made a motion, which was seconded by Trustee Skoog, to approve the Insurance cost of up to $1,050 for the Utica Village Market.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Mrs. Samantha Brown asked the Board if it would be possible to hold the Market occasionally on a Sunday, as she has had many requests.  The Board agreed that this would be acceptable along with the regular Saturday schedule of the Market.

Trustee Alvarado then stated that Crime Stoppers was requesting an annual contribution of $250, according to the Village’s current population.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to approve $250 to Crime Stoppers.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Clerk’s Report:  Village Clerk Gbur spoke to the Board about estimates for the new Billboard sign on Rt. 80.   She had contacted two local sign companies but had only received an estimate from one of them.  Designs & Signs by Anderson had submitted two estimates.  One was for a vinyl banner wrap with the Village’s artwork, and the other was for the repair and / or new construction of the structure itself.  The estimates were $3,495 for the banner wrap and $149 to repair the sign or $1,898 to construct a new structure in the same size as the current billboard.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to order the banner wrap and the new construction of a billboard sign from Designs & Signs by Anderson in the amounts of $1,898 & $1,349 respectively.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  None

Police Department Liaison:  It was motioned by Trustee Stewart seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the deposit of $2,355 into the Drug Fund from the sale of the 2005 Crown Victoria Squad Car.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Water & Sewer Liaison:  Trustee R. Pawlak stated that he would like the board to reconsider the recommendation from the 3-22-11 Committee of the Whole meeting to credit ½ of the utility bill payment to Mr. Limberg, 339 Cassidy Ct..  The Village Ordinance states that there is no appeal process and no refunds for water/sewer bills.  Trustee Jereb stated that the Village needs to look at these cases as individual situations sometimes.  Trustee R. Pawlak made copies of the Ordinance for the Board Members to keep.  Limberg was aware that his water was on during this time and made no attempt to contact the office to request shut off.  The office had instructed that the water be shut off when the account went into delinquency, however, the water was not shut off.  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the payment of ½  of the current utility bill be made by Mr. Limberg.  The office will credit the other ½ of the current bill.



4 Yes (Alvarado, Skoog, Stewart, Jereb)


2 No  (R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak)


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado seconded by Trustee Skoog to allow Pete Pawlak 227 E Church St. to move his line to the other side of the property and tap back into the main.  There will be no charge for the tap on fee since he is just moving his current service.  The work will be done at Pawlak’s expense.


4 Yes         (Alvarado, Skoog, Stewart, Jereb)


2 recused (R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak)


Motion Carried

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog stated that the parks are coming along a bit slower than hoped for due to the weather that we had during the winter season.  Grass is beginning to grow and fill in and the field is drying out, although slowly yet.  







MINUTES

Utica Little League President, Molly Williams, stated that they will have to cancel the Early Bird tournament because the fields aren’t ready yet.  Trustee Jereb asked if the Little League had looked into any other venues before making the decision to cancel the tournament.  
Williams stated that Waltham will let the Little League use the North School for practices.

Steve Rietgraf stated that the field is not safe for the kids to play on.  It has not dried out enough and many parents have made complaints to the Little League.  

There is also concern that other organizations will be using the area for practices for other sports.  Trustee Jereb stated that the Park is a city park and anyone can use it.  

Trustee Skoog stated that he had spoken with Rosploch, who did the work on the fields, and he is doing everything he can to make the park suitable for play.  The Park was in very bad shape last year, and although a lot of the work was done in the fall, the bad winter weather slowed down the progress of the field(s).  

Village Engineer Heitz then stated that he has looked into the parking areas up at the Neighbor’s field and there is room for a gravel lot.  A hydrant would have to be moved, but the parking area would work.  He provided a map of the area outlining the parking area for the Board.  He has not heard anything back yet regarding the street lights that the Village is requesting be installed in the Neighbor’s Park area.

Maintenance Department:  Curt Spayer spoke about the possibility of purchasing a trailer to haul the mowers throughout the Village so that they don’t need to be driven on the streets and through traffic.  The Board asked Spayer to get estimates.  He also inquired about a portable generator and he will get estimates on that also.  

It was then motioned by Trustee Skoog seconded by Trustee Stewart to purchase an additional inventory of parts and valves for emergencies in the water department at a cost not to exceed $1,500. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried
Engineer’s Report:   Village Engineer Kevin Heitz provided an update to the Board

Clark Creek Grant – No update yet

IDOT/Teng & Assoc. 2nd phase – Heitz will submit figures to IDOT to determine costs of 2nd phase, and then to Teng.

Municipal Well- Samples were taken on the Well 2 and results have showed a lower number of 3.66.  They will continue to sample and test.







MINUTES

Entry Sign Easements- It was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve Ord. 11-06 authorizing the Village to enter into an easement agreement with Clark Run for the purpose of displaying an entry sign on Rt. 6.


6 Yes


Motion Carried 
MFT road project- Heitz provided a map of the Village outlining streets that are in need of repair.  Recommendations included areas in red that were located primarily in the subdivisions.  Currently the Village has approx. $48,000 to spend in MFT eligible road repairs.  

Sidewalk project- Heitz will be obtaining bids for the project of putting in sidewalk from Ridgeview to Esmond Drive in Oak Bluff Estates.  

Heitz will be putting together a report on the findings of Illinois Valley Excavating and the sewer televising.

President’s Report:  It was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by  Trustee  Stewart to approve the News Tribune ad for the Hometown Heroes in the amount of $70.40 and the radio ad for Administrative week for  $65   .

It was decided not to participate in the Illinois River Scenic Byway at this time.

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Public comment:  Tom Brown asked if there would be any issues with the Utica Fire Protection District holding their annual Easter Egg Hunt on the Ball field area of Carey Memorial park.  The Board stated that this would still be fine.

Attorney’s Report:  The item of an Ordinance for part time police officers was tabled. It was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to table the item.

6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

XII. Executive Session:  At 9:10 pm it was motioned by Trustee    seconded by Trustee to enter into Executive Session for the purposed of: 
1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of closed meetings

All in favor

Motion Carried

At    pm it was motioned by Trustee   to reconvene the meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Skoog seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve a 3 % increase for all full time and part time hourly employees retroactive to April 1, 2011.  This does not include Seasonal help, appointed positions or salaried employees.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to approve Maintenance Employee Randy Hedrick be moved from Part time to a full time position.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Stewart seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the action of appointing Curt Spayer as the new Superintendent of Public Works.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

At 9:45 pm, it was motioned by Stewart  seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to adjourn the meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk
