VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees

February 3, 2011
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I. 6:00 p.m. Call to Order Special Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Presentation - Representatives from IDOT regarding construction of the Rt. 178 Realignment Project and related discussion.

V. Public Comment 

VI. Adjournment
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MINUTES

At 6:05 pm the Special Meeting of the Village of North Utica Board of Trustees was called to Order by Village Clerk Laurie Gbur who then led the Pledge of Allegiance. Present at the meeting were Clerk Gbur, Attorney Herb Klein and Trustees Matt Jereb, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart and Ron Pawlak.  Trustee Andrew Skoog was absent from the meeting.  Trustee Gloria Alvarado joined the meeting at 6:07 pm.  

It was motioned by Trustee R. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Stewart to nominate and appoint Trustee M. Pawlak Mayor Pro-Tem.  


4 Yes


Motion Carried

The meeting began with the introduction of Julia Messina, Public Relations, IDOT.  She began by addressing the Board regarding the Rt. 178 Realignment and then introduced Herb Jung, IDOT Engineer.  

Jung stated that the meeting was being held to introduce the phases and tentative schedule for the realignment project beginning in spring 2011.  Phase 1 will begin with the Lincoln Street Extension from the current Rt. 178 east to Mill St. just north of the railroad tracks.  
A power point presentation began, showing each of the phases of construction along with information regarding traffic patterns near the Rt. I-80 interchange.  

When construction begins, there will be flaggers moving traffic along and the road will remain open to traffic for the duration of the project.  There will be two lane traffic at night and on weekends.  The plan is to divert the traffic off of Rt. 178 and east on the new extension to Mill St. by October 2011.   The interchange at Rt. I-80 will begin in March 2011. 

Jung spoke about the traffic that enters Rt. 178 and the interchange as a result of the burgoo festival.  Slides showed the traffic to be bumper to bumper with vehicles forced to use the shoulder of the road and ramps to exit 80 at the Utica interchange.

Discussion was held regarding other possible solutions that could be utilized during events that have such a high volume of traffic; such as Burgoo Festival.  Possibilities would be closing Rt. 178 completely from Rt. 6 south and bussing visitors into the Village; or diverting traffic to the

 I-39 interchange and then back on Rt. 6 to 178 to eliminate the interchange being used at 

Rt. 80/Rt. 178.  There would need to be a media campaign to get the word out to reroute the traffic and local officials and emergency services would have to be involved with the plan. 







MINUTES

Jung also explained that the hope is that the entire newly constructed route would be paved by Winter of 2011/2012.  
Public Comment:

Doug Gift asked if the plan was to follow the same idea to detour truck traffic from the downtown area.  Jung answered yes; most truck traffic would end by turning off of Mill St. to get to PQ and Unimin.  Other truck traffic proceeding south will be using the newly constructed Rt. 178 which also bypasses the downtown business district.

Tom Guttilla asked if there would be a possibility to enhance the ramps at the interchange to compensate for future development.  Jung stated that while it is not included in the current construction, if it would be needed in the future, the fill would still be there from the original project.  Guttilla then asked if the plans called for a lighted intersection at Rt. 6 and Rt. 178.

Jung responded that a lighted intersection is not in the current plans.

Tom Collins, News Tribune, asked Jung to confirm the timeline for having the road paved.  Jung responded Winter 2011 / 2012 unless weather unpredicted delays happen.

Kathy Casstevens, Starved Rock, stated that the State Park / Lodge would like to know if there are plans to do any press releases regarding the travel detours for visitors coming to the Park; if so, Starved Rock would like to be able to provide their guests with the same accurate information. Jung stated that Julia Messina would be the person to be in contact with for Public Relations and Press Releases.
Gary Gbur, Assistant Chief – Utica Fire Protection District, asked about the water supply and the location and placement of additional fire hydrants along the new road.  Jung stated that he would be happy to review that information after the meeting and that a set of the plans will remain at the Village Hall for the duration of the project. He also stated that there are no plans for any disruption in water service.

Mr. McTee, Unimin, asked if there are plans for additional signage at the plant entrance where the new Lincoln St. extension will end.  Jung stated that IDOT will work with the Village to place signage for detours and stop signs.  







MINUTES

Ed Rogers, Deputy Chief – Utica Fire Protection District, asked if there will be signage indicating that the road will be closed ahead at the corners of Rt. 178 and Rt. 71 because of the Ottawa Bridge replacement project taking place in June.  Jung answered yes. 

Gerard Beach, Foothills Organics, asked if Trucks will be able to make the turns off of Mill St.  Jung answered that they had taken that into consideration already.

Lee Bottomley asked how the realignment would affect the flood plain.  Village Engineer Kevin Heitz responded that the Village is currently seeking a Grant to build a bypass box culvert to divert the water. 

Gerard Beach then asked about signage to make sure that visitors to the Village could locate businesses.  Jung stated that the Village can request signs and IDOT will work with the Village to ensure that the issue is addressed.
At 6:50 pm, Trustee M. Pawlak left the meeting.  

Jason Harmon, Canal Port, asked if there will be signage at the intersections directing people back into the business district.  Jung stated that this signage is something that the Village will have to consider, but certainly something directing people to the ‘historic downtown’ would be something the Village could utilize at several locations.  There will be several ways to exit the Rt. 178 realignment in order to get to the businesses.

Harmon then asked about the new bridge.  Jung stated that it will be on the south side of the existing bridge and vehicles will be able to turn left to enter the business district of Mill St.

Mctee then asked if there will be load limits. Jung responded that legal loads would be allowed.

Dorelle, Willows Hotel, asked if this will slow the traffic down at all.  Jung responded that the final speed limit will be 30-35 mph.

Dee Barrera, Starved Rock Realty, asked if the plans could be placed on the Village Website.  Jung answered yes; IDOT will provide an electronic set of plans that can be put on the website if the Village would like to do so.







MINUTES

Tom Guttilla asked if there will be a turn lane off of the new bridge.  Jung answered no.

Jason Harmon then asked about signage to encourage travelers to come into the downtown.  Trustee Jereb stated that the signage is part of a streetscape program and the Village will be addressing the issue of signage in the future.

Trustee Alvarado then stated that the plan is to have signage that will bring people into the business district.

Harmon then asked if there will still be parking on Mill St.  Jung stated that during the project, there will be no changes in the parking.  After the project is completed, the Village will have Mill St. as part of the jurisdictional transfer and can make that decision at that time.

Deb, Illinois River Winery, asked if IDOT plans to address the shoulders of the existing road near the south part of town.  Jung stated that there are no plans for any work to be done south of the Willows Hotel.  

Lisle Elsbury, Duffy’s, addressed his concerns about the weekly schedule to do the construction.  When the road was resurfaced, many times the area would be blocked off for a week at a time which in turn affected business. Jung stated that that shouldn’t happen during this project, but if there are any problems, Julia is the person to go to.

Trustee Jereb asked if there are any plans to work on weekends.  Jung stated that it doesn’t show any weekends and he sees very little disruption in the business district.  The contractor will primarily be working from approximately 7 am to 4 pm.

Zoning Enforcement Officer, Tom Brown asked if there are plans for a side walk.  Otherwise the people to ride their bikes to the downtown would be having to ride on the road.  Jung will check into this. 

Bottomley asked if the railroad crossing will be repaired before the new extension is constructed. Jung stated that the railroad has already been contacted. 

Trustee Jereb then thanked the group for coming to present the plans and speak to the community.







MINUTES

With no other discussion the meeting was adjourned.  Motion made by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Stewart at 7:20 pm.

All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

____________________

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk
