VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

November 10, 2010
www.utica-il.gov

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call  
IV. Approval of Minutes- NONE
V. Financial Statement

1.) October 2010 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) October 2010 Prepaids  
2.) October 2010 A/P           
VII. Appearance Request: Utica Little League

VIII. Finance Liaison   
1.) Consideration of Tax Levy 

IX. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
1.) Photographs for display at Village Hall & associated costs
2.) Update - Christmas in the Village 11-28-10 
X. Donation Requests

1.) Jingle Bell Run/Walk for Arthritis 

XI. Clerk’s Report

XII. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XIII. Police Department Liaison

XIV. Water & Sewer Liaison
1.) Trash Exemption/residential – dissolution of program  
XV. Park & Recreation Liaison
Update – Regarding Parks
XVI. Maintenance 
1.) Assessment and Update

2.) Update – Road patching, repair of sink holes in Village

3.) Update – Gutters/Village Hall

4.) Update – Fire hydrant flushing

5.) Salt cover estimate

6.) Update – auto dial alarm systems / Lincoln St & Grand Bear Lift station

                  10.)  Update – water leak / sump drain at New Water Tower 

XVII. Engineer’s Report

1.) Update - Municipal Well 

2.) Update - IDOT/Teng re:  Rt. 178 Project
3.) Update –Clark Creek Grant Storm Drainage Project-Grant Application
4.) Update –Status of Rothrock & Woodland Ct. – Boring 
5.) Update-  Televising of Sewer Lines

6.) Update –Additional Entry Sign Easement Agreement
XVIII. Attorney’s Report
1.) Consideration of Lease Agreement with Municipal Well / pump & related equipment

2.) Consideration of Highway Authority Agreement and Water Restriction re Starved Rock Bait and Tackle"

XIX. President’s Report
XX. Public Comment
XXI. Old Business
XXII. New Business
XXIII. Committee/Trustee’s Report
XXIV. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) The Purchase or Lease of Real Property for the use of the Public Body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired.
XXV. Possible Action Regarding  Executive Session Discussion / Employees / Officers
XXVI. Adjournment
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MINUTES

At 7:06 pm the meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Andrew Skoog, Ron Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart and Matt Jereb.  Also Present were Attorney Herb Klein and Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Approval of Minutes:  None

Financial Statement:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the October 2010 Financial Statement.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Prepaids:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the October 2010 Prepaids.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

A/P Bills:  It was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the October A/P Bills.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison: Trustee Jereb spoke about the 2010 Tax Levy.  It will be reviewed and further discussed at the Committee Meeting.

Appearance Request:  Utica Little League

New Utica Little League President, Molly Williamson addressed the Board regarding Neighbor’s Park and the new field.  It was stated that many donations have come in from area residents and businesses for items needed for the field.  Previously, Doug Porter, former Little League President, had approached the Village Board about doing a fundraiser.  It was approved by the Board to send out the letter as a fundraiser for items that would be needed for the field.  The fundraiser has been successful and the field is really coming together with the help of the Village, the Utica Little League and the generosity of those residents and business.  They currently have raised over $12,000 as a result of the fundraiser. While the park was not able to 







MINUTES

 be used to practice or play games this year, but will become a great asset to the community as a whole in the future.  The Utica Little League is expanding and the field is a great investment in the community. The field will be set up for girls practice and T-ball.  Trustee R. Pawlak asked about restrooms and a tornado shelter.  President Esmond stated that having the restrooms and a tornado shelter there would be great for the community. Trustee Alvarado asked Molly if the Utica Little League has the funds to build the restrooms and for the fencing.  Molly answered yes.  The Board will be able to review the design for the restrooms/tornado shelter.
Trustee Alvarado asked about Police patrol in the area.  Chief Mark Wren answered yes, the area is being patrolled regularly.  Resident Tom Joiner asked if the Village will be putting lights up there.  Yes, the maintenance department and engineer will contact Ameren to determine what is needed.  Tom Joiner then asked about moving the hydrant that is near the field.  President Esmond stated that in the spring the Village will look into moving the hydrant.

The Board then thanked Molly and the Utica Little League for their efforts to complete the field.

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado stated that we are waiting on prices to frame 4 donated pictures for display at the Village Hall.  She then spoke about the Christmas in the Village event being held on November 28, 2010.  She asked Doug Jakse, Public Works Director, about the status of the Christmas decorations and requested that they be gone through to see that we have enough and then put up the week before the event.  

Donation Requests:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve a donation to Jingle Bell Rock/Arthritis in the amount of $200.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Trustee Jereb then asked Engineer Heitz how many lights would be needed for Neighbor’s Park and requested that he coordinate the project.  Trustee Skoog answered that 3 lights would possibly be needed.  Tom Joiner stated that 3 lights would be correct. Engineer Heitz will contact Ameren.

Clerk’s Report:  None

Streets, Alleys & Lights Liaison:  None

Water/Sewer Liaison:  Trustee Ron Pawlak spoke about the Trash Exemption Program.  He stated that many residents that request the exemption from being charged for trash removal do not submit the proper documentation, as per Ordinance 2004-41, to the Village Office.
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The Ordinance requires documentation regarding where they will be disposing of their trash in order to receive the exemption.  It was motioned by Trustee R. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to amend the Ordinance and dissolve the Trash Exemption Program for residents.  Ordinance 2010-32


3 Yes (Alvarado, R. Pawlak, Jereb)


2 No (Skoog, Stewart)


1 Pass (M. Pawlak)


Motion Carried

** The Clerk will send out a letter to all residents that have been receiving the exemption to inform them of the change in their billing effective January 1, 2011.

Trustee R. Pawlak then began speaking about the water issues on Johnson St. and Washington St. and Ms. Geri Alonzo, 403 Johnson Street was introduced.  She explained that the water issues are constant and the water is not drinkable.  It is rusty and has sediment in it.  It has been a long time ongoing problem for the residents there and they are hoping that the Village can do something to help.  Engineer Heitz stated that the water being produced by the Village is good water; the issue must be in the line itself and the Village should begin be flushing the hydrants in that area.  Trustee Stewart asked Doug Jakse, Public Works Director if the hydrants have been flushed.  Jakse stated no. He will flush and let them run 10 minutes.  Trustee Stewart stated that they should be flushed for at least 20 – 25 minutes.  Ms. Alonzo said there is also an odor to the water and that they can’t drink the water or do laundry.  Engineer Heitz will check into the issue.  Jakse will flush the hydrants this week.  Trustee Skoog then stated that the Village will fix the problem and thanked Ms. Alonzo and the other residents for bringing it to the attention of the Village Board.  
Police Department Liaison:  None

Park & Recreation Liaison:  None

Maintenance Department:  Public Works Director Doug Jakse provided an update on the department.  

There are 2 remaining meters to install in the businesses and then they should be able to take a test reading.

The trucks and plows are ready for the season.

Jakse will look at the gutters on the Village Hall and try to repair and get estimates for the ice guards.
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The salt cover is here, but lumber is needed to construct the base. He does not have estimates yet.

The auto dial system is being hooked up to the lift stations on Lincoln St. and at Grand Bear.

Engineer Heitz then stated that Tom Brown’s home is on the lower zone and he has no water pressure.  He needs to be put on the upper zone.  Jakse will take care of.

The leak in the water tower needs to be addressed.  The tower will be drained in order to repair the leak and then be refilled to 500,000 gallons.

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz stated that Illinois Valley Excavating has been doing some televising and cleaning of the lines.  They have done areas of Hitt St., the main line on 178 (east line), the alley behind the Willows, Washington St, etc.  They have found a few issues and debris. They are not finished yet.

Heitz stated that he will contact Ameren regarding lights for the Neighbor’s Park.

The fence needs to be staked at Neighbor’s Park.

The issue with the aviation light at the new tower is being looked at. 

Well 2- a new contract is needed with AST for new work to be able to pump the well to waste.

IDOT- the Village share of the Rt. 18 realignment project could be less based on the overall bids that came in when IDOT advertised the project.  The bids came in substantially less than expected.  The lowest bid was $4.2 million from Advanced Asphalt.

Entry Sign- We are still waiting for an answer regarding an easement for placing another entry sign.

NCICG has requested another survey for the Clark Run Creek Flooding Grant Application.  There are approximately 145 addresses needed in the area to complete the survey.  It needs to be in by December 1.  NCICG is hopeful that the grant might be 100% of the cost of the project.  Engineer Heitz will set up a meeting with NCICG and Trustee Alvarado to go over the details of the grant application process.
Attorney’s Report:  Attorney Herb Klein stated that he is still working on the proposed lease with Municipal Well.  They are working through the changes that are needed for the agreement and for now the Village will remain on a month to month basis.

He is still working on the Highway Authority Agreement.

A new contract is needed with AST to be able to pump to waste.

Property located near the KC needs to be demolished.  Attorney Klein and Building Inspector Tom Brown have been in contact with the property owner.  An estimate of cost for the clean up of the property is needed.  President Esmond and Building Inspector Brown will get the estimate and advise Attorney Klein.
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President’s Report:  President Esmond stated that the Veteran’s Day Parade was nice and there was a good crowd in attendance.  Trustee Alvarado stated that there is a CD available at the library with a commercial of the Veteran’s Day Parade if anyone would like to view it.

There were many donations to help defray the cost of the parade and the Utica American Legion did a great job.

Trustee Jereb then asked if the Board has decided to self fund the IDOT Rt. 178 realignment for now.  President Esmond stated that it’s great to be able to self fund the project, but if other things come up, the Village would still have to look at borrowing the money.  The Build America Bond would be low interest and could be taken out for as long as we want.  Trustee R. Pawlak asked if a minimum amount is required when borrowing in a bond.  Attorney Klein stated that any amount would be acceptable but the cost of bonds could increase by the end of the year and the Build America Bond Program will end in 2010.  Trustee Jereb stated that self funding is his opinion and then if the Village needs the additional money later on, borrowing funds could be considered at that time. The Board agreed and the project will be self funded for now.

Public Comment:  The new Superintendant of Waltham School, Mr. Bob Abney, introduced himself to the Board and the Board welcomed him.

Chief Wren stated that he would like to thank the members of the Veteran’s Parade and the Canal Connection event that both took place on November 7, 2010 for their help in making sure the day went smoothly.  All of the efforts of the Village and the many volunteers made the day a success.

Old Business:  None

New Business: None

Committee/Trustee Comments:  None

At 8:15 pm it was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

